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Welcome to Bethlehem!

We hope you feel a warm welcome here at Bethlehem Lutheran Church. Please visit our
website at www.blcenc.org for more information about the congregation. If you are
visiting with us, please fill out an information card and place it in the offering basket so
we can stay connected.

CHILDREN

All children are welcome in the sanctuary for worship at Bethlehem. If you prefer,
there is a comfort room at the back of the sanctuary. Busy bags are available in the
narthex. After Children’s Time at our 10:30 AM service children ages 3 years — 6%
grade may either attend our Learning Circle program or remain with you.

COMMUNION

We practice open communion, meaning all are welcome to participate. We
commune by intinction where the pastor dips the bread into a divided chalice with
white wine or red grape juice. There is a gluten-free station on the left side of the
sanctuary. We are happy to bring communion to individuals with limited mobility.

PARTICIPATION & ACCESSIBILITY

The different movements that happen during worship (sitting, standing, making the
sign of the cross) are all optional; please engage as you are comfortable or able.
Hearing assistance devices are located at the back of the sanctuary. If you, or
someone you know, identify as neurodivergent and have questions about how to
participate in worship or in one of our church ministries, please feel free to ask
either the pastors or the church office for help.

PRAYER

In addition to the pastors, our Stephen Ministers are always
available to pray with you about whatever is on your heart this
day. Please look for the folks wearing a blue name tag with the
Stephen Ministry logo. Healing prayer stations are available
during communion on the second Sunday of each month.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

From Evangelical Lutheran Worship, Holy Communion, Setting Ten: “Hymn of Praise” - Text: Michael Perry, ©1996 Jubilate Hymns Ltd.; Tune : HYMN TO JOY, Public Domain. “Aleluia! Lord and Savior”
- Text: Graciela Grindal,©1996 Jubilate Hymns Ltd., ©1998 Augsburg Fortress Publishers; Tune: UNSER HERSCHER, Public Domain.“ O Lamb of God, You Bear the Sin” - Text: Martin A Seltz,©1998
Augsburg Fortress Publishers; Tune TWENTY-FOURTH, Public Domain. “Bread of Life, Our Host and Meal” - Text and Tune: Ray Makeever, ©1996 Hope Publishing Company. “Thy Holy Wings” - Text:
Carolina Sandell Berg, tr. Gracia Grindal, ©1983 Selah Publishing Co., Inc.; Tune BRED DINA VIDA VINGAR: Swedish folk tune, arr. Gracia Grindal, ©1983 Selah Publishing Co., Inc. “I Want to Walk as a
Child of the Light” - Text and Tune HOUSTON: Kathleen Thomerson, ©1970,1975 Celebration. “Children of the Heavenly Father” - Text: Carolina Sandell Berg, tr. Ernst W. Olson, ©1953 Augsburg Fortress
Publishers; Tune TRYGGARE KAN INGEN VARA: Swedish folk tune, Public Domain. “Ge, My Children, With My Blessing” - Text: Jaroslav J. Vaida, ©1983 Concordia Publishing House; Tune AR HYD
NOS: Welsh traditional, arr. Ralph Vaughan Williams, ©1983 Oxford University Press. For copyrighted selections, all rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net

LicenseNo.A-706214. Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from One License with license #A-706214.

Photo credit: https://www.westernhillsep.org/sermons/the-first-shall-be-last/



GATHERING

WELCOME
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

L: Just as Jesus stretched his hand over the storming sea and said “Peace.
Be Still,” we ask for God’s calming spirit to still the waters of anxiety that
stir inside each of us during frightening and uncertain times.

C: God, we thank you for the waters of baptism that bring us closer to
your grace, hope, and unending love. Thank you for water that grows
and nourishes your people and planet.

L: We pray for the people and places that do not have clean water or
whose primary source of water is threatened.

C: We thank you for water to play in: pools, lakes, and sprinklers. For
water that helps us to see beauty and creation: fountains, waterfalls, and

watercolor paints.

L: In the cleansing waters of baptism, you entrusted to us the light of your
Spirit to bring light into our lives so that we need not walk in darkness.

C: We thank you for all the water of the world, especially the waters
that washed us clean and gave us new life in you. Amen.
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GATHERING HYMN Thy Holy Wings — ELW 613 vs. 1 & 3
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1 Thy  ho - ly wings, O Sav - ior, spread gent-ly o - ver me,
2 Oh, let me nes - tle near thee, with - in thy down-y breast
3 Oh, wash me in the wa - ters of No-ah’s cleans-ing flood.
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and let me rest se - cure-ly  through good and ill in thee.
where [ will find sweet com-fort and peace with - in  thy nest.
Give me a will-ing Spir - it, a heart both clean and good.
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Oh, be my strengthand por-tion, my rock and hid-ing place,
Oh, close thy wings a - round me and keep me safe-ly there,
Oh, take in - to thy keep-ing  thy chil-dren greatand small,
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and let my ev-'ry mo - ment be lived with-in thy grace.
for I am but a new - born  and need thy ten-der care.
and while we sweet-ly slum - ber, en - fold us one and all.
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GREETING

L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit, be with you all.

C: And also with you.

HYMN OF PRAISE Glory to God — ELW pg. 204 vs. 1 & 3
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1 Glo-ry be to God in heav-en; peace, good-will to all the earth.
2 Glo-ry be to Christfor-ev - er, Lamb of God and Lord of love.

3 Ho-ly One we now ac-claimyou; Lord a - lone, to you we call;
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Might-y God of all cre - a - tion, Fa-ther of sur - pass-ing worth:
Son of God and gra-cious Sav - ior, you have come from heav’'n a - bove;
Ho - ly One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to all:
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we ex - alt you, we a - dore you, we lift high our thanks and praise.
on the cross you died to save us; now youreign at God’s right hand.
Je - sus Christ,with God the Spir-it, in the Fa-ther’s splen-dor bright.
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Saints and an - gels bow be - fore you; here on earth our songs we raise.
Hear our prayer; re - store, for-give us; in your prom-ise firm we stand.
For the peace that we in-her-it, glo-ry be to God on high!
PRAYER OF THE DAY
L: Letus pray ... C: Amen.
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CHILDREN’S TIME (10:30 AM)

WORD

SCRIPTURE READING James 3:13—4:3, 7-8a

R: The Word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ELW pg. 205
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Al - le-lu - ia! Lord and Sav-ior: o - pen now your sav-ing word.
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Let it burn like fire with-in us; speak un - til our hearts are stirred.
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Al - le-lu - ia! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring.

GOSPEL READING Mark 9:30-37

R: The Gospel of the Lord.

SERMON
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HYMN OF THE DAY I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light - ELW 815
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11 want to walk as a child of the light I  want to
2 1 want to see... the bright-ness of God. I want to
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look  at Je - sus. Clear Sun of  righ-teous-ness,
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light to the world. The star of my life is Je sus.
shine on my path, and show me the way to the Fa ther.
Refrain
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In him there is no  dark-ness at all. The night and the
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cit -y of God. Shine in my heart, Lord Je - sus.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

L: Lord in your mercy, C: Hear our prayer.
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THE SHARING OF THE PEACE

L: The peace of the Lord be with you always, C: And also with you!

OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS AND OURSELVES

OFFERTORY RESPONSE Bread of Life, Our Host and Meal
ELW 464 vs.2 & 3
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I Bread of life, our host and meal, Je - sus, feed us.
2 Bread now break and wine now pour, Je - sus, feed us.
3 Grant for - give-ness in the feast— Je - sus, feed us—
4 Thank you for this gift we share. Je - sus, feed us.
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Christ, by faith, to see and feel, feed us with your love.
Make us one, our hope re - store; feed us with your love.
for the great - est and the least; feed us with your Ilove.
Save God’s chil - dren ev - ’'ry - where; feed us with your love.
GREAT THANKSGIVING
L: The Lord be with you, C: And also with you.
L: Lift up your hearts, C: We lift them to the Lord.

L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C: Itis right to give our thanks and praise.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
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THE LORD’S PRAYER ELW pg. 112

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever.

Amen.
MUSIC DURING COMMUNION Lamb of God — ELW pg. 208
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1 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
2 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
3 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
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you suf-fered death our lives to save: have mer-cy now, we pray.
you set us free from guilt and grave: have mer-cy now, we pray.

e - ter-nal peace with God you made: give us your peace,we pray.
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COMMUNION HYMN Children of the Heavenly Father — ELW 781
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bar - na - ska - ra,
bo - som gath - er;

dn Guds lil - la
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Tryg - ga - re kan ing-en va-ra

1 Chil - dren of the heav’n-ly Fa-ther safe-ly
2 God his own doth tend and nour-ish, in his ho - ly courts they flour - ish.
3 Nei - ther life nor death shall ev - er from the Lord his chil-dren sev - er;
4 Though he giv-eth or he tak-eth, God his chil-dren ne’er for - sak - eth;
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nest - ling bird nor star in heav - en such a ref - uge e’er was giv - en.
From all e - vil things he spares them,in his might-y arms he bears them.
un - to them his grace he show - eth, and their sor-rows all he know - eth.

his the lov-ing pur-pose sole - ly to pre-serve them pure and ho - ly.
SENDING
ANNOUNCEMENTS
BLESSING
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SENDING HYMN Go, My Children, with My Blessing — ELW 543
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1 “Go, my chil - dren, with my bless-ing, nev - er a - lone.
2 “Go, my chil -dren, sins  for- giv-en, at peace and pure.
3 “Go, my chil - dren, fed and nour-ished, clos - er to  me.
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Wak - ing, sleep - ing, I am with you, you are my Own.
Here you learned how much 1 love you, what I can cure.
Grow in love and love by serv-ing, joy - ful and free.
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In  my love’s bap-tis - mal riv - er I have made you mine for-ev - er.
Here you heard my dear Son’s sto - ry, here you touched him, saw his glo - ry.
Here my Spir - it’s pow - er filled you, here my ten - der com-fort stilled you.
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Go, my chil-dren, with my bless-ing, you are my own.”
Go, my chil-dren, sins for - giv - en,  at peace and pure.”
Go, my chil-dren, fed and nour-ished, joy - ful and free.”
DISMISSAL

L: Go in peace, serve the Lord!

C: Thanks be to God!
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All Are Welcome!

We live in a diverse world. We are hurting, broken and heavy hearted. We are loving,
joyous, and above all, we are welcoming. Regardless of the color of your skin, or the color
of your hair; regardless of your gender identity, gender expression, sexual orientation,
relationship status, or political affiliation, you are welcome here. We honor indigenous
people and are committed to the work of anti-racism and the stewardship of the creation.

If you are Buddhist, Roman Catholic, agnostic, Muslim, Jewish, seeking, have never set
foot in a church, or are a life long Lutheran; you have a place here. If you own, rent, or
have nothing at all; you are welcome here. If you are neurodivergent, fully abled,
disabled, or a person of differing abilities; if you have regrets, fears, addictions, or
afflictions; you have a place here.

All who are wise and all who are confused, all who have found love and all who have lost
it, all who celebrate this welcome statement and all who fear it - are welcome here.
Come as you are and be celebrated for who you are. Your place is here. Bethlehem
Lutheran is an All are Welcome church.

44|, Evangelical

i e Lutheran Church
V2 (5T :
Reconciling in Christ \‘ Pp In Amerlca

Electronic Giving at Bethlehem

Offering gifts can be made electronically on our website
www.blcenc.org under the contribute tab, or by scanning this QR
code. There are options for one-time donations, recurring gifts, and
special offerings. No account is needed to donate on our website.

You can also use the Vanco Mobile App. Simply download it from your app store, and
search “Bethlehem Lutheran Church Encinitas” by name (there is no invite code). If you
already have an account from our website, the same login information will work. If not,
please sign up with a new account. Thank You for Supporting Bethlehem!

(@I Bethlehem_Lutheran_Encinitas Follow us on
0 Facebook.com/BethlehemLutheranEncinitas/ social medial




