Christ the King Sunday
November 21, 2021

Worship Services
9:00 am Indoor | 10:30 am Outdoor

GATHERING
WELCOME
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Adapted from Beth Merrill Neel

L: The act of confessing our sin is not simply a recitation of our faults and
wrongs, but also an opportunity to receive God’s mercy and share in that
abundant grace. Confident of God’s love for us, let us offer our prayers,
first in silence … Holy God,
C: We open our hearts to you this day, and offer the truth of our lives:
Free us from the fear that stifles us, the prejudice that blinds us, the
ignorance that hobbles us, and the doubt that plagues us. Help us find
courage in unlikely places, see the world with new and gracious eyes,
enter into places where love is needed, and have faith that you are with
us. This we pray in Jesus’ name. Amen.
L: God pours out mercy and grace into our lives with abundance, and
sustains us through the trials of this life. Trust in that abiding presence,
and know with certainty that your sins have been forgiven, through the
redeeming and sanctifying power of Christ’s love.
C: Amen.
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HYMN OF PRAISE

You Are Holy – ELW 525
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
L: Let us pray …

C: Amen.

CHILDREN’S TIME

WORD
SCRIPTURE READING

Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14

As I watched, thrones were set in place, and an Ancient One took his
throne, his clothing was white as snow, and the hair of his head like pure
wool; his throne was fiery flames, and its wheels were burning fire. A
stream of fire issued and flowed out from his presence. A thousand
thousands served him, and ten thousand times ten thousand stood
attending him. The court sat in judgment, and the books were opened. As
I watched in the night visions, I saw one like a human being coming with
the clouds of heaven. And he came to the Ancient One and was presented
before him. To him was given dominion and glory and kingship, that all
peoples, nations, and languages should serve him. His dominion is an
everlasting dominion that shall not pass away, and his kingship is one
that shall never be destroyed.
R: The Word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Soli Deo Gloria – ELW 878

GOSPEL READING

John 18:33-37

Then Pilate entered the headquarters again, summoned Jesus, and asked
him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” Jesus answered, “Do you ask this on
your own, or did others tell you about me?” Pilate replied, “I am not a
Jew, am I? Your own nation and the chief priests have handed you over to
me. What have you done?” Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not from this
world. If my kingdom were from this world, my followers would be
fighting to keep me from being handed over to the Jews. But as it is, my
kingdom is not from here.” Pilate asked him, “So you are a king?” Jesus
answered, “You say that I am a king. For this I was born, and for this I
came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to the
truth listens to my voice.” Pilate asked him, “What is truth?”
R: The Gospel of the Lord.

C: Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

Pastor Laura Ziehl
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HYMN OF THE DAY

The Trumpets Sound, The Angels Sing – ELW 531
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
L: Lord in your mercy,

C: Hear our prayer.

THE SHARING OF THE PEACE
L: The peace of the Lord be with you always, C: And also with you!
OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS AND OURSELVES
During the offertory response you are invited to prepare your communion elements.
OFFERTORY RESPONSE

Take My Life – ELW 583
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MEAL
GREAT THANKSGIVING
L: The Lord be with you,

C: And also with you.

L: Lift up your hearts,

C: We lift them to the Lord.

L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
THE LORD’S PRAYER

ELW pg. 112

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
If you have prepared communion elements, you are invited to commune during the hymn
saying: “The body of Christ, given for you.” & “The blood of Christ, shed for you.”
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MUSIC DURING COMMUNION

Lamb of God – ELW pg. 174

SENDING
ANNOUNCEMENTS
BLESSING
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SENDING HYMN

Soon and Very Soon – ELW 439

DISMISSAL
L: Go in peace. The living Word dwells in you!

C: Thanks be to God!

2022 Stewardship Emphasis Update
First, we’d like to say thank you for your faithfulness and generosity in
supporting the ministries and work of this congregation. It’s because of
you that we have been able to continue being the body of Christ for the
sake of the world. Our particular thanks to those of you who have filled
out a pledge card for the coming year.
As we move towards finalizing a budget, we find ourselves facing a gap
of close to $57,000 between the pledges we have received, and the
money that is required to do the ministry we hope to accomplish in the
coming year.
We know that some difficult decisions and cuts will need to be made in
order for us to have a balanced budget for 2022. But we are hoping that
you might help bridge that gap.
If you have pledged already, and could increase that pledge, we would
be grateful. If you have not pledged, we invite you to consider doing so.
And if increasing your pledge at this time is not possible, we understand,
and value all that you do.
Thank you for your consideration and for your faithful stewardship.

Thank You for Supporting Bethlehem!

All Are Welcome!
We live in a diverse world. We are hurting, broken and heavy hearted. We are loving,
celebrating, and above all — we are welcoming. Regardless of the color of your skin or
the color of your hair, regardless of your gender identity, sexual orientation, relationship
status, or political affiliation — you are welcome here.
If you are a believer, a doubter or a seeker after Christ — you have a place here.
If you own, rent, or have nothing at all — you are welcome here.
If you are fully abled, disabled, or a person of differing abilities, if you have regrets,
fears, addictions, or afflictions — you have a place here.
All who are wise and all who are confused, all who have found love and all who have
lost it, all who celebrate this welcome statement and all who fear it — are welcome here.
For these are all of the things that make you who you are: the person God loves. Come
as you are and be celebrated for who you are. The time is now. Your place is here.
Bethlehem Lutheran Church is an all-inclusive church.

Offering gifts can be made electronically, either on our website at
www.blcenc.org by clicking on the contribute tab, or by using the
Give Plus Church mobile app. There are options for one-time donations, as
well as recurring gifts and special offerings.
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