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Welcome to Bethlehem!

We hope you feel a warm welcome here at Bethlehem Lutheran Church. Please visit our
website at www.blcenc.org for more information about the congregation. If you are
visiting with us, please fill out an information card and place it in the offering basket so
we can stay connected.

CHILDREN

All children are welcome in the sanctuary for worship at Bethlehem. If you prefer,
there is a comfort room at the back of the sanctuary. Busy bags are available in the
narthex. After Children’s Time at our 10:30 AM service children ages 3 years — 6t
grade may either attend our Learning Circle program or remain with you.

COMMUNION

We practice open communion, meaning all are welcome to participate. We
commune by intinction where the pastor dips the bread into a divided chalice with
white wine or red grape juice. There is a gluten-free station on the left side of the
sanctuary. We are happy to bring communion to individuals with limited mobility.

PARTICIPATION & ACCESSIBILITY

The different movements that happen during worship (sitting, standing, making the
sign of the cross) are all optional; please engage as you are comfortable or able.
Hearing assistance devices are located at the back of the sanctuary and large-print
bulletins are available in the narthex. If you, or someone you know, identify as
neurodivergent and have questions about how to participate in worship or in one of
our church ministries, please feel free to ask either the pastors or the church office
for help.

PRAYER

In addition to the pastors, our Stephen Ministers are always
available to pray with you about whatever is on your heart this
day. Please look for the folks wearing a blue name tag with the
Stephen Ministry logo. Healing prayer stations are available

during communion on the second Sunday of each month.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

From Holy Communion, Setting Eight: “Kyrie,” “Alleluia,” and “Lamb of God,” - copyright permission through Sundays and Seasons subscription. “We’ve Come This Far
by Faith” - Text and Tune: Albert A. Goodson, - ©1993 Manna Music. “thine the Amen” - Text: Hrtbert F. Brokering; Tune THINE: Carl F. Schalk; Both ©1983 Augsburg
Fortress Publishers. “A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing!” - Text: Bede 673 - 735, Public Domain, tr. Luthern Book of Worship, ©1978 Augsburg Fortress Publishers; Tune LAAST
UNS ERFREUEN: Geistleche Kirchengesange, Koln 1923, Public Domain. For previous copyrighted selections, all rights reserved. Reprinted under One license.net License No.
A-706214. Other hymn selections are in the Public Domain. Permission to podcast/stream the music in the service obtained from One License with License #A-706214. A-706214.
Photo Credit: https://www.learnreligions.com/ascension-of-our-lord-jesus-christ-542462



GATHERING

WELCOME

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
L: Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism. Merciful God, you are the
one who was, who is, and who is to come. You lead us beside still waters.
We thank you for the waters of creation: morning dew, gentle rain, and
roaring waves. We thank you for Pacific Ocean, San Elijo Lagoon, our
local watersheds and all the waters that nourish us
C: You provide us with the water of life.
L: Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness who accompanies us on our
journeys. We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection.
We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow.

C: You gift us with the water of life.

L: Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows.
Break down barriers that divide us. Fill us with the breath of peace.

C: You nourish us with the water of life.
L: Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, and for
making us a new creation. We join with saints and angels, giving you

honor and praise, now and forever.

C: Amen.
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GATHERING HYMN Thine the Amen - ELW 826 vs. 1, 3, &5
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1 Thine the a - men thine the praise al - le - lu - ias an - gels raise
2 Thine the life e - ter-nal -1ly  thine the prom-ise let there be

3 Thine the tru - ly thine the yes thine the ta - ble we the guest
4 Thine the king-dom thine the prize thine the won-der full sur-prise
5 Thinethe glo -ry in the night no more dy - ing on - ly light

e

| | [ |

|

R R | S R
[—

thine the ev - er - last -ing head thine the  break-ing of the bread

thine the vi - sion thine the tree all the earth on bend-ed knee

thine the mer-cy all from thee thine the glo-1y yet to be

thine the  ban-quet then the praise then the jus - tice of thy ways

thine the  riv - er thine the tree then the Lamb e - ter - nal - ly
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thine the glo - ry thine the sto - ry thine the  har - vest then the cup
gone the nail-ing gone the rail -ing gone the plead-ing gone the cry
then the ring-ing and the sing-ing then the end of all the war
thine the glo - ry thine the sto - ry then the wel-come to the least
then the ho-1ly ho-1ly ho-1ly cel -e - bra-tion ju - bi- lee
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thine the vine-yard then the cup is lift-ed wup  Iift - ed up.

gone the sigh-ing gone the dy - ing what was loss  lift - ed  high.
thine the liv - ing thine the lov - ing ev - er - more ev - er - more.
then the won-der all in-creas-ing at thy feast at thy feast.
thine the splen-dor thine the bright-ness on - ly thee on - ly thee.
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GREETING

L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit, be with you all.

C: And also with you.

HYMN OF PRAISE Kyrie — ELW pg. 184
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let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

L: Letus pray ... C: Amen.

CHILDREN’S TIME (10:30 AM)

WORD
SCRIPTURE READING Acts 1:1-11
R: The Word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ELW pg. 188
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Al-le -lu - 1a, al -le -lu - 1a.
GOSPEL READING Luke 24:44-53
R: The Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON Pastor Sam Nelson
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HYMN OF THE DAY A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing! - ELW 393 vs. 2 -4
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1 A hymn of glo-ry let us sing! New hymns through-out the world shall

2 The ho -1ly ap - os-tol -ic band up - on the Mount of Ol - ives

3 To whom the shin-ing an-gels cry, “Why stand and gaze up -on the

4 “You see him now, as-cend-ing high up to the por-tals of the

5 0 ris - en Christ, as-cend-ed Lord, all praise to you let earth ac-
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ring:  Al-le - lu - ia! Al-le - lu - ia! Christ, by a road be - fore un -
stand, Al-le - lu - ia! Al-le - lu - ia! and with his faith-ful fol-1I"wers
sky?” Al-le - lu - ia! Al-le - lu - ia! “This is the Sav-ior!” thus they
sky” Al-le - lu - ia! Al-le - lu - ia! “Here - af - ter Je - sus you shall
cord: Al-le - lu - ia! Al-le - lu - ia! You are, while end-less ag - es
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trod, as - cends un - to the throne of God.
see  their Lord as-cend in maj - es - ty.
say, “this is his glo-rious tri-umph day!” Al-le - lu - ia! Al-le -
see re - turn-ing in great maj - es - ty.”
run, with Fa - ther and with Spir - it  one.
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lu -ia! Al-le - Iu - 1a, al-le - lu - 1a, al-le - lu - ia!
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

L: Lord in your mercy, C: Hear our prayer.
THE SHARING OF THE PEACE
L: The peace of the Lord be with you always, C: And also with you!

OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS AND OURSELVES

SPECIAL MUSIC “Who Will be a Witness?”
OFFERTORY RESPONSE We’ve Come This Far by Faith - ELW 633
(Refrain Only)
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faith We’ve come this far by faith.
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MEAL

GREAT THANKSGIVING & WORDS OF INSTITUTION

L: The Lord be with you, C: And also with you.

L: Lift up your hearts, C: We lift them to the Lord.

L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: Itis right to give our thanks and praise.

THE LORD’S PRAYER ELW pg. 112

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen.

MUSIC DURING COMMUNION Lamb of God — ELW pg. 191
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COMMUNION HYMN Alleluia! Sing to Jesus — ELW 392
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1 Al-le - lu - ia! Sing to Je - sus; his the scep - fer,
2 Al-le - lu - ia! Not as or - phans are we left in
3 Al-1le - lu - 1a! Bread of heav - en, here on earth our
4 Al-le - lu - ia! King e - ter - nal, Lood om - nip - o -
5 Al-le - lu - 1! Sing to Je - sus; his the scep - fer,
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his the throne; Al -le - lu - 1a! his the  tri - umph, his the
SOr - rOwW now; Al -le - Iu - 1a! he 18 near us; faith be -
food, our stay; Al -le - lu - 1a! here the sin - ful flee to
tent we own; Al -le - lu - ia! born of Mar -y, earth your

his the throne; Al - le - lu - 1ia! his the  tri - umph, his the
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vic - to - 1y a - lone. Hark! The songs of peace - ful
lieves, nor ques - tions how.  Though the cloud from sight re -
you from day to  day. In - ter - ces - sor, friend of
foot - stool,  heav’'n your throne. As  with - in the  veil you
vic - to - 1y a - lone. Hark! The songs of peace - ful
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Zi - on thun - der like a might - y  flood: “Je - sus
ceived him when the for - ty days were o’er, shall  our
sin - ners, earth’s re - deem - er, hear our plea where the
en - tered, robed in flesh, our  great high priest, here  on
Zi - on thun - der like a might - y  flood: “Je - sus
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out of ev - ry na - tion has re - deemed us by his blood.”
hearts for - get his prom - ise: “I am with you ev - er- more”?
songs of all the sin - less sweep a - cross the crys-tal sea.
ecarth both priest and vic - tim in the eu - cha-ris - tic feast.
out of ev - ’ry na - tion has re - deemed us by his blood.”
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SENDING

ANNOUNCEMENTS
BLESSING
SENDING HYMN Jesus Shall Reign —ELW 434 vs. 1,3, &5
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1 Je sus shall reign wher - e’er the sun does its  suc -
2 To him shall end - less prayer be  made, and  prais - es
3 Peo ple and realms of ev - ry tongue dwell on his
4 Bless - ings a- bound wher - e’er he  reigns: the pris - 'ners
5 Let ev-'ry crea - ture rise and bring pe - cu - liar
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ces - sive jour - neys run; his  king-dom stretch from
throng to crown his  head; his name like sweet per -
love with sweet - est  song; and in - fant voic - es
leap to lose their chains, the wea -ry find e -
hon - ors to our King; an - gels de - scend  with
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shore to shore, till moons shall wax and wane no more.
fume shall rise with ev - ry morn - ing sac - ri - fice.
shall  pro - claim their ear - ly bless - ings on his name.
ter - nal rest, and all who suf - fer want are blest.
songs a - gain, and earth re - peat the loud a - men.
DISMISSAL

L: Go in peace, in Christ you are made new!

C: Thanks be to God!
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All Are Welcome!

We live in a diverse world. We are hurting, broken and heavy hearted. We are loving,
joyous, and above all, we are welcoming. Regardless of the color of your skin, or the color
of your hair; regardless of your gender identity, gender expression, sexual orientation,
relationship status, or political affiliation, you are welcome here. We honor indigenous
people and are committed to the work of anti-racism and the stewardship of the creation.

If you are Buddhist, Roman Catholic, agnostic, Muslim, Jewish, seeking, have never set
foot in a church, or are a life long Lutheran; you have a place here. If you own, rent, or
have nothing at all; you are welcome here. If you are neurodivergent, fully abled,
disabled, or a person of differing abilities; if you have regrets, fears, addictions, or
afflictions; you have a place here.

All who are wise and all who are confused, all who have found love and all who have lost
it, all who celebrate this welcome statement and all who fear it - are welcome here.

Come as you are and be celebrated for who you are. Your place is here. Bethlehem
Lutheran is an All are Welcome church.
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Reconciling in Christ

Offering gifts can be made electronically on our website
www.blcenc.org under the contribute tab, or by scanning this QR
code. There are options for one-time donations, recurring gifts, and
special offerings. No account is needed to donate on our website.

You can also use the Vanco Mobile App. Simply download it from your app store, and
search “Bethlehem Lutheran Church Encinitas” by name (there is no invite code). If you
already have an account from our website, the same login information will work. If not,
please sign up with a new account. Thank You for Supporting Bethlehem!

l@l Bethlehem_Lutheran_Encinitas Follow us on

0 Facebook.com/BethlehemLutheranEncinitas/ social media!




