
 
 

 
 

4th Sunday of Lent 
March 27, 2022 

 

Worship Services 
9:00 am Indoor | 10:30 am Outdoor 



GATHERING 
 

WELCOME 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

L:  In the presence of God, who makes a way in the wilderness, walks 

with us, and guides us in our pilgrimage we confess our sins … 

 

Silence is kept for reflection 

 

L:  Holy One, 

 

C:  We confess that we have wandered far from you: we have not trusted 

your promises, we have ignored your prophets in our own day, we have 

squandered our inheritance of grace, we have failed to recognize you in 

our midst.  Have mercy on us!  Forgive us and turn us again to you.  

Teach us to follow in your ways, assure us again of your love, and help 

us to love our neighbor.  Amen. 

 

L:  Beloved in Christ, the Word draws near to you.  In Jesus, God comes to 

you again and again and gathers you under wings of love.  In ☩ Jesus’ 

name, your sins are forgiven.  God journeys with you and teaches you 

how to live in love. 

 

C:  Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN         Beneath the Tree of Life 

(Congregation sings refrain; Cantor sings verses) 

 

 
 

GREETING 
 

L:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit, be with you all. 
 

C:  And also with you. 
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Lay     your   burdens 

Lay     your   burdens 

Lay    your   burdens 



KYRIE              (Leader sings part A, congregation sings part B) 

 
(Return to Gathering Hymn and sing “lay your burdens”) 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

 L:  Let us pray …  C:  Amen. 

 

CHILDREN’S TIME  

       

WORD 
 

SCRIPTURE READING                2 Corinthians 5:16-21 

 

From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; 

even though we once knew Christ from a human point of view, we know 

him no longer in that way. So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new 

creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has become 

new! All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ, 

and has given us the ministry of reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was 

reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against 

them, and entrusting the message of reconciliation to us. So we are 

ambassadors for Christ, since God is making his appeal through us; we 

entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. For our sake he 

made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the 

righteousness of God. 

 

R:  Word of God, Word of life. C:  Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

 
 

GOSPEL READING               Luke 13:1-9 

 

Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to him. 

And the Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, “This 

fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them.” So he told them this 

parable: 

 

Then Jesus said, “There was a man who had two sons. The younger of 

them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of the property that will 

belong to me.’ So he divided his property between them. A few days later 

the younger son gathered all he had and traveled to a distant country, and 

there he squandered his property in dissolute living. When he had spent 

everything, a severe famine took place throughout that country, and he 

began to be in need. So he went and hired himself out to one of the 

citizens of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed the pigs. He 

would gladly have filled himself with the pods that the pigs were eating; 

and no one gave him anything.  
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But when he came to himself he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired 

hands have bread enough and to spare, but here I am dying of hunger! I 

will get up and go to my father, and I will say to him, “Father, I have 

sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called 

your son; treat me like one of your hired hands.”’ So he set off and went to 

his father. But while he was still far off, his father saw him and was filled 

with compassion; he ran and put his arms around him and kissed him. 

Then the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before 

you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ But the father said to 

his slaves, ‘Quickly, bring out a robe—the best one—and put it on him; 

put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. And get the fatted calf and 

kill it, and let us eat and celebrate; for this son of mine was dead and is 

alive again; he was lost and is found!’ And they began to celebrate. “Now 

his elder son was in the field; and when he came and approached the 

house, he heard music and dancing. He called one of the slaves and asked 

what was going on. He replied, ‘Your brother has come, and your father 

has killed the fatted calf, because he has got him back safe and sound.’ 

Then he became angry and refused to go in. His father came out and 

began to plead with him. But he answered his father, ‘Listen! For all these 

years I have been working like a slave for you, and I have never disobeyed 

your command; yet you have never given me even a young goat so that I 

might celebrate with my friends. But when this son of yours came back, 

who has devoured your property with prostitutes, you killed the fatted 

calf for him!’ Then the father said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, 

and all that is mine is yours. But we had to celebrate and rejoice, because 

this brother of yours was dead and has come to life; he was lost and has 

been found.’” 

 

R:  The Gospel of the Lord  C:  Praise to you, O Christ 

 

SERMON                 Pastor Laura Ziehl 
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HYMN OF THE DAY                   “The Prodigal Son” – Carolyn Winfrey Gillette 

  

   Set to the tune: Ash Grove (Let All Things Now Living – ELW 881) 

 

"Can't wait till your deathbed! You might as well drop dead!" 

A son told his dad. "Give my share of this place." 

His dad chose to give him some land that they lived on. 

That son sold the land; it was quite a disgrace. 

He went from that country and wasted the money. 

There came a great drought; he was soon feeding swine. 

Life gave him a beating; he longed to be eating 

the pods in the pig yard at his dinnertime. 

 

He lost his pretenses and came to his senses: 

"The servants at home have it better than this." 

The hurting son hurried, but still he was worried: 

Would he be forgiven or killed or dismissed? 

His dad said, "You're living!" and ran to forgive him; 

he said, "Bring a ring and and a robe! Sandals, too! 

Now make a feast ready! It's time for a party! 

My son who was dead has a life that is new!" 

 

The elder son, listening, heard music and dancing; 

he heard that his brother had been welcomed home. 

He stood outside, fuming, his anger consuming, 

for he'd never had such a feast of his own. 

"Your brother's returning is what I've been yearning," 

the father said, "He who was lost has been found." 

So we, like that brother, must love one another, 

for God is a parent whose mercy abounds. 
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE           O Lord, Hear My Prayer – ELW 751 
 

 
 

 

L:  Lord in your mercy,  C:  Hear our prayer. 

 

 

 
 

THE SHARING OF THE PEACE 

 

 L:  The peace of Christ be with you always, C:  And also with you! 

 

OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS AND OURSELVES 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Page 8 



OFFERTORY RESPONSE             As the Deer Runs to the River – ELW 331 

         One verse per week 

 

 

MEAL 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

L:  The Lord be with you,  C:  And also with you. 

 

L:  Lift up your hearts,  C:  We lift them to the Lord. 

 

 L:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 

 C:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER                   ELW pg. 112 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory,  

forever and ever. Amen. 
 

 

MUSIC DURING COMMUNION         Lamb of God from Tree of Life 
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COMMUNION HYMN       Amazing Grace – ELW 779 

  
 

SENDING 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

BLESSING 
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SENDING HYMN       There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy – ELW 558 

      To the tune of ELW 461 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

DISMISSAL 

 

L:  Go in peace.  Jesus meets you on the way! 

 

C:  Thanks be to God! 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 

• The Giving Tree ministry during Lent will be the Interfaith Shelter Network.  

We are unable to host guests in person this year, but we are hoping to raise $4655 

to sponsor five households for one week.  Donations may be sent to/dropped off 

at the church office or made through the website. 
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All Are Welcome! 
 

We live in a diverse world. We are hurting, broken and heavy hearted. We are loving, 

celebrating, and above all — we are welcoming.  Regardless of the color of your skin or 

the color of your hair, regardless of your gender identity, sexual orientation, relationship 

status, or political affiliation — you are welcome here. 
 

If you are a believer, a doubter or a seeker after Christ — you have a place here. 

If you own, rent, or have nothing at all — you are welcome here. 

If you are fully abled, disabled, or a person of differing abilities, if you have regrets, 

fears, addictions, or afflictions — you have a place here. 
 

All who are wise and all who are confused, all who have found love and all who have 

lost it, all who celebrate this welcome statement and all who fear it — are welcome here. 
 

For these are all of the things that make you who you are: the person God loves. Come 

as you are and be celebrated for who you are. The time is now. Your place is here. 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church is an all-inclusive church. 

 

 
 

Offering gifts can be made electronically on our website 

www.blcenc.org by clicking on the contribute tab,  

or by scanning this QR code.  There are options for  

one-time donations, as well as recurring gifts and special 

offerings.  No account is needed to donate on our website. 
 
 

You can also use the Vanco Mobile App.  Simply download it from your app 

store, and search “Bethlehem Lutheran Church Encinitas” by name (there is no 

invite code).  If you already have an account from our website, the same login 

information will work.  If not, please sign up with a new account. 
 

Thank You for Supporting Bethlehem! 

Electronic Giving at Bethlehem 


