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Welcome to Bethlehem!

We hope you feel a warm welcome here at Bethlehem Lutheran Church. Please visit our
website at www.blcenc.org for more information about the congregation. If you are
visiting with us, please fill out an information card and place it in the offering basket so
we can stay connected.

CHILDREN

All children are welcome in the sanctuary for worship at Bethlehem. If you prefer,
there is a comfort room at the back of the sanctuary. Busy bags and activity baskets
are available in the narthex. Learning circles are on hiatus for the summer months.

COMMUNION

We practice open communion, meaning all are welcome to participate. We
commune by intinction where the pastor dips the bread into a divided chalice with
white wine or red grape juice. There is a gluten-free station on the left side of the
sanctuary. We are happy to bring communion to individuals with limited mobility.

PARTICIPATION & ACCESSIBILITY

The different movements that happen during worship (sitting, standing, making the
sign of the cross) are all optional; please engage as you are comfortable or able.
Hearing assistance devices are located at the back of the sanctuary and large-print
bulletins are available in the narthex. If you, or someone you know, identify as
neurodivergent and have questions about how to participate in worship or in one of
our church ministries, please feel free to ask either the pastors or the church office
for help.

PRAYER

In addition to the pastors, our Stephen Ministers are always
available to pray with you about whatever is on your heart this
day. Please look for the folks wearing a blue name tag with the
Stephen Ministry logo. Healing prayer stations are available

during communion on the second Sunday of each month.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

“Glory to God” from “Bread of Life Liturgy” - Tune: Jeremy Young, ©1995 Augsburg Fortress Publishers.“ Gospel Acclamation” and “O Lamb of God” from“ Evangelical Lutheran Worship Holy
Communion, Setting Seven” - copyright permission through Sundays and Seasons subscription. “Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ” - Text: Fred Kaan; Tune LINSTEAD: Jamacican folk tune, adapt. Doreen

Potter; Both ©1975 Hope Publishing Company. “O God, Whose Word Well-Planted” - Text: Herman G. Stuempfle, Jr.; Tune ABIDING PRESENCE: Stephen P. Folkemer; Both ©1990 Augsburg Fortress
Publishers. “Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil” - Text and Tune: Handt Hanson: ©1985 Augsburg Fortress Publishers. “For the Fruit of All Creation” - Text: Fred Pratt Green, ©1970 Hope Publishing
Company; Tune ARHYD NOS: Welsh traditional, Public Domain, arr. Ralph Vaghan Williams, ©1970 Oxford University Press. “God of the Fertile Fields” - Text: Georgia Harkness, © 1983 The Hymn Society,
admin. Hope Publishing Company; Tune ITALIAN HYMN, Felice de Giardini, Public Domain. For previous copyrighted selections, all rights reserved. Reprinted under One license.net License No. A-706214.
Permission to podcast/stream the music in the service obtained from One License with License #A-706214. A-706214.

Photo Credit: https://markesanlutheran.com/tag/parable-of- d-the




GATHERING

WELCOME
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

L: Blessed be the holy Trinity,* one God, whose compassion endures
forever.

C: Amen.

L: Let us confess our sin to God.

Silence is kept for reflection.

L: Compassionate God,

C: We confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we cannot
free ourselves. In your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy
and your burden is light. Restore us to dwell in your peace.

L: Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy
burdens, and I will give you rest.” In the name of God, Father, + Son, and

Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Rest in God’s love.

C: Amen.
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GATHERING HYMN O God, Whose Word Well-Planted - ACS 975 vs. 1 & 2
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1 O God, whose word well-plant - ed yields fruit a hun-dred - fold,
2 0 God of seed and har - vest, of sun and soil and rain,
30 God, your fi - nal har - vest of his - t'ry’s an-cient field
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we praise your grac-es grant - ed to those who sowed of old,

at - tend the word we sow, lest its plant - ing be in vain.
will test with truth the proud - est that hu - man work can yield.
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who by their wit- ness scat-tered good seed up - on the soil
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where oth - ers, reap - ing, gath-ered the har - vest of their toil.
that mul - ti - tudes who hear it your gos - pel may em - brace.

and love and joy will flour-ish  to clothe the earth with peace.
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GREETING

L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit, be with you all.

C: And also with you.

HYMN OF PRAISE Glory to God - WOV pg. 29-30
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glo-ry to God, glo- ry to God, and peace to God’s peo- ple on earth.
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and peace to God’s peo - ple on earth.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

L: Letus pray ...

CHILDREN’S TIME (10:30 AM)

SCRIPTURE READING

R: The Word of the Lord.

C: Amen.

WORD

Isaiah 55:10-13

C: Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ELW pg. 179
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al - le - lu - ia! Al -le - Iu - ia!
GOSPEL READING Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23

R: The Gospel of the Lord.

SERMON

C: Praise to you, O Christ.
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HYMN OF THE DAY

Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil - ELW 512

Sung twice through
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Lord, let my heart be good soil, o-pen to the seed of your word.
)"ARK . ITUAF ] =1 ]  I— | I—
ﬁ§ E E ! o o | & [ & \ | | i = | | R =
J= e | I I 1) I
| 1) = & P O
) ! —+ —6 o o s Lo
Lord, let my heart be good soil, where love can grow and peace is un-der-stood.
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Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart be good soil.
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

L: Lord in your mercy, C: Hear our prayer.
THE SHARING OF THE PEACE

L: The peace of the Lord be with you always, C: And also with you!
OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS AND OURSELVES
SPECIAL MUSIC “Finale” — Woodwind Trio
OFFERTORY RESPONSE Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ — ELW 674 vs. 1
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1 Let wus tal-entsand tongues em - ploy, reach-ing out with a  shout of joy:
2 Christis a - ble to make us one, at the ta - ble he sets the tone,
3 Je - suscalls us in, sends us out bear-ing fruit in a world of doubt,
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bread is bro-ken,the wine is poured, Christ is spo-kenand seen and heard.

teach-ing peo-ple to live to bless, love in word and in deed ex - press.
gives us love to tell, bread to share: God (Im-man-u -el) ev-’ry-where!
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MEAL

GREAT THANKSGIVING & WORDS OF INSTITUTION
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L: The Lord be with you, C: And also with you.
L: Lift up your hearts, C: We lift them to the Lord.
L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C: Itis right to give our thanks and praise.
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THE LORD’S PRAYER

ELW pg. 112

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen.

MUSIC DURING COMMUNION

Lamb of God — ELW pg. 182
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COMMUNION HYMN God of the Fertile Fields — ACS 1063
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1 God of the fer - tile fields, sha - per of
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trust from you all that you  give; help us in
serves our need, SO your reign grows. Let all  our
Christ who died to make us one: we pledge our
n il X |
Y | | | | | | f
ot « e v T x —
J I
boun - teous hand come gifts your love has planned,
love to share, teach us like you to care
toil be used, no gift of yours a - bused,
lives a - new in faith - ful love to  you.
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that  all in ev - ’ry land be clothed and fed.
for peo - ple ev - ’ry-where, that all may live.
no hum - ble task re - fused your love be - stows.
Guide all we say and do. Your will be done.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING

SENDING
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SENDING HYMN For the Fruit of All Creation - ELW 679 vs. 1 & 3
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1 For the fruit of all cre - a - tion, thanks be to  God.
2 In the just re - ward of la - bor, God’s will is done.
3 For the har-vests of the Spir-it, thanks be to  God.
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For these gifts to ev - ’ry na - tion, thanks be to  God.
In the help we give  our neigh-bor, God’s will is done.
For the good we all in-her - it,  thanks be to  God.
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For the plow-ing, sow-ing,reap-ing, si-lent growth while we are sleep-ing,
In our world-wide task of car-ing for the hun - gry and de - spair-ing,
For the won - ders that as-tound us, for the truths that still con-found us,
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fu - ture needs in  earth’s safe-keep-ing, thanks be to  God.
in  the har-vests we are shar-ing, God’s will is done.
most of all, that love has found us, thanks be to  God.
DISMISSAL

L: Go in peace, share the Good News!

C: Thanks be to God!
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All Are Welcome!

We live in a diverse world. We are hurting, broken and heavy hearted. We are loving,
joyous, and above all, we are welcoming. Regardless of the color of your skin, or the color
of your hair; regardless of your gender identity, gender expression, sexual orientation,
relationship status, or political affiliation, you are welcome here. We honor indigenous
people and are committed to the work of anti-racism and the stewardship of the creation.

If you are Buddhist, Roman Catholic, agnostic, Muslim, Jewish, seeking, have never set
foot in a church, or are a life long Lutheran; you have a place here. If you own, rent, or
have nothing at all; you are welcome here. If you are neurodivergent, fully abled,
disabled, or a person of differing abilities; if you have regrets, fears, addictions, or
afflictions; you have a place here.

All who are wise and all who are confused, all who have found love and all who have lost
it, all who celebrate this welcome statement and all who fear it - are welcome here.
Come as you are and be celebrated for who you are. Your place is here. Bethlehem
Lutheran is an All are Welcome church.
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Electronic Giving at Bethlehem

Offering gifts can be made electronically on our website
www.blcenc.org under the contribute tab, or by scanning this QR
code. There are options for one-time donations, recurring gifts, and
special offerings. No account is needed to donate on our website.

You can also use the Vanco Mobile App. Simply download it from your app store, and
search “Bethlehem Lutheran Church Encinitas” by name (there is no invite code). If you
already have an account from our website, the same login information will work. If not,
please sign up with a new account. Thank You for Supporting Bethlehem!

(@I Bethlehem_Lutheran_Encinitas Follow us on

0 Facebook.com/BethlehemLutheranEncinitas/ social media!




