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Welcome to Bethlehem!

We hope you feel a warm welcome here at Bethlehem Lutheran Church. Please visit our
website at www.blcenc.org for more information about the congregation. If you are
visiting with us, please fill out an information card and place it in the offering basket so
we can stay connected.

CHILDREN

All children are welcome in the sanctuary for worship at Bethlehem. If you prefer,
there is a comfort room at the back of the sanctuary. Busy bags are available in the
narthex. After Children’s Time at our 10:30 AM service children ages 3 years — 6t
grade may either attend our Learning Circle program or remain with you.

COMMUNION

We practice open communion, meaning all are welcome to participate. We
commune by intinction where the pastor dips the bread into a divided chalice with
white wine or red grape juice. There is a gluten-free station on the left side of the
sanctuary. We are happy to bring communion to individuals with limited mobility.

PARTICIPATION & ACCESSIBILITY

The different movements that happen during worship (sitting, standing, making the
sign of the cross) are all optional; please engage as you are comfortable or able.
Hearing assistance devices are located at the back of the sanctuary. If you, or
someone you know, identify as neurodivergent and have questions about how to
participate in worship or in one of our church ministries, please feel free to ask
either the pastors or the church office for help.

PRAYER

In addition to the pastors, our Stephen Ministers are always
available to pray with you about whatever is on your heart this
day. Please look for the folks wearing a blue name tag with the
Stephen Ministry logo. Healing prayer stations are available
during communion on the second Sunday of each month.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

From :”Now the Feast and Celebration: “Now the Feast,” “As the Grains of Wheat,” and “Lamb of God” - Text and Tunes: Marty Haugen, ©1990
GIA Publications, Inc. “We Three Kings” - Text and Tune: John H. Hopkings, Jr., © Oregon Catholic Press. “When a Star is Shining” - Text: Sylvia
G. Dunstan, © 1995, GIA Publications, Inc.; Tune WHERE THE PROMISE SHINES: Bob Moore, © 2003, GIA Publications, Inc. For previous
copyrighted selections, all rights reserved. Reprinted under One license.net License No. A-706214. Other hymn selections are in the Public Domain.
Permission to podcast/stream the music in the service obtained from One License with License #A-706214.

Photo Credit: Online purchase from Shutterstock



GATHERING

WELCOME
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

L: We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved
over the face of the deep waters, and you created the world, life, and
finally humankind in your own image.

C: May we strive to see the image of God, the spark of the divine, in
each and every person that we meet.

L: In the cleansing waters of his baptism, you named and claimed Jesus as
your beloved Son.

C: And you pour out your unconditional grace upon each of us as well.
L: You sustained your people in the wilderness with water from the rock.

C: May your love bubble up in our lives like a living spring that
overflows and blesses those whose cups are empty and dry.

L: From the Red Sea to the mighty Jordan River, water has played a
central role in your in how you have chosen to love and save your people.

C: May the living water of your Word sustain us, enliven us, and lead
us into ways of mercy, truth, and hope.

L: Just as a small rock can cause cascading ripples to multiply across the
surface, we know that one small act of love, acceptance, welcome, or
kindness can have far-reaching effects.

C: Stir up our hearts, that we might help your justice to roll down like
waters, and your righteousness be like an ever-flowing stream.

L: Just as light dances across ocean waves, may our hearts dance with joy
as we give thanks and praise to you, the water of life.

C: Amen.
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GATHERING HYMN Jesus, the Light of the World - ACS5914 vs 1, 2, & 4
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1 Hark! the her - ald an - gels sing, Je-sus, the Light of the world;
2 Joy - ful, all you na - tions, rise; Je-sus, the Light of the world;
3 Christ,by high - est heav’n a - dored, Je-sus, the Light of the world;
4 Hail the heav’n-born Prince of peace! Je-sus, the Light of the world;
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“Glo - ry to the new-born king,” Je-sus, the Light of the world.
join  the tri-umph of the skies; Je-sus, the Light of the world.
Christ, the ev - er - last - ing Lord! Je-sus, the Light of the world.
Hail the Sun of righ-teous-ness! Je-sus, the Light of the world.
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Shine all a-round us by day and by night, Je-sus, the Light of the world.

GREETING

L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit, be with you all.

C: And also with you.
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HYMN OF PRAISE Now the Feast and Celebration vs. 1
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
L: Letus pray ... C: Amen.

CHILDREN’S TIME (10:30 AM)

WORD
SCRIPTURE READING Isaiah 60:1-6
R: The Word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Now the Feast and Celebration
Au b Congregation:
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Al-le-1u - 1ia, al-le-lu - 1ia. Lord, to whom shall we
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life. Al-le -1lu - ia!
GOSPEL READING Matthew 2:1-12
R: The Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON Pastor Laura Ziehl
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HYMN OF THE DAY We Three Kings of Orient Are — ELW 646 vs. 2 -4
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1 We three kings of O - ri - ent are; bear - ing
2 Born a king on Beth - le - hem’s  plain, gold I
3 Frank - in - cense to of - fer have I; in - cense
4 Myrrh s mine; its bit - ter per - fume breathes a
5 Glo - rious now be - hold him a - rise, King and
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God and Sac - 1 - fice; heav’n sings al - le -
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ceas - ing nev - e, 0 - ver us all to reign.
glad - ly rais - 1ing, wor-ship-ing God Most High.
bleed - ing, dy - ing, sealed in the stone - cold tomb.
lu - ia: al - le - Iu-ia the ecarth re - plies.
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west-ward lead-ing, still pro - ceed-ing, guide us to thy per-fect light!
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

L: Lord in your mercy,

C: Hear our prayer.

THE SHARING OF THE PEACE

L: The peace of the Lord be with you always,

OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS AND OURSELVES

C: And also with you!

OFFERTORY RESPONSE As The Grains of Wheat — ELW 465 vs. 1
Refrain
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may we share the pres - ence of your love.

MEAL

GREAT THANKSGIVING & WORDS OF INSTITUTION

L: The Lord be with you,

L: Lift up your hearts,

C: And also with you.

C: We lift them to the Lord.

L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C: Itis right to give our thanks and praise.




THE LORD’S PRAYER ELW pg. 112

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen.

MUSIC DURING COMMUNION Lamb of God vs. 1 & 2
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COMMUNION HYMN

Brightest and Best of the Stars — ELW 303
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1 Bright-est and  best of the  stars of the morn - ing,
2 Cold on his cra - dle the dew - drops are shin - ing;
3 What shall we give  him, in cost - ly de - vo - tion?
4 Vain - ly we of - fer each am - ple ob - la - tion,
5 Bright-est and  best of the  stars of the morn - ing,
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dawn on our dark - ness and lend us your aid.
low lies his head  with the beasts of the  stall;
Shall we bring in - cense and of - f’rings di - vine,
vain - ly with gifts would his fa - vor se - cure;
dawn on our dark - ness and lend us your aid.
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Star of the east, the ho - n - zon a - dorn - ing,
an - gels a - dore him in slum - ber re - clin - ing,
gems of the moun - tain and pearls of the o - cean,
rich - er by far is the heart's ad - o - ra - tion,
Star of the east, the ho - i - zon a - dorn - ing,
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guide where our in - fant re - deem - er s laid.
mak - er and mon - arch and sav. - ior of all.
myrth from the for - est or gold from the  mine?
dear - er to God are  the prayers of the poor.
guide where our in - fant re - deem - er is laid.
SENDING
ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING
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SENDING HYMN When a Star Is Shining — ACS 915
vs. 1 — Women’s Ensemble, vs. 2 & 3 — All
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1 When a star is shin-ing 0 - ver east - ern hills,
2 Where the world is wait-ing for an un-known day,
3 Lead us on, O Day-star, in the qui - et night;
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when the air is si - lent, and the clam-or  stills,
where a voice for - got - ten cries, “Pre - pare the way!”
guide us through the shad-ow with your gen-tle light;
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when the night is wait-ing, and the old hopes rise,
Where an earth-ly pow-er makes the heart turn  cold,
show us in a man-ger our re-demp-tion’s sign;
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then the time has rip - ened and the heart grows wise.
there the gifts are of - fered— in - cense, myrrh, and  gold.
bring us to a morn-ing where the prom - ise  shines.
o Refrain —
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Lead us on, lead us  on, to a morn-ing where the
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to a mom-ing where the prom - ise shines.
DISMISSAL

L: Go in peace, live in the light! C: Thanks be to God!



All Are Welcome!

We live in a diverse world. We are hurting, broken and heavy hearted. We are loving,
joyous, and above all, we are welcoming. Regardless of the color of your skin, or the color
of your hair; regardless of your gender identity, gender expression, sexual orientation,
relationship status, or political affiliation, you are welcome here. We honor indigenous
people and are committed to the work of anti-racism and the stewardship of the creation.

If you are Buddhist, Roman Catholic, agnostic, Muslim, Jewish, seeking, have never set
foot in a church, or are a life long Lutheran; you have a place here. If you own, rent, or
have nothing at all; you are welcome here. If you are neurodivergent, fully abled,
disabled, or a person of differing abilities; if you have regrets, fears, addictions, or
afflictions; you have a place here.

All who are wise and all who are confused, all who have found love and all who have lost
it, all who celebrate this welcome statement and all who fear it - are welcome here.

Come as you are and be celebrated for who you are. Your place is here. Bethlehem
Lutheran is an All are Welcome church.
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Reconciling in Christ

Offering gifts can be made electronically on our website
www.blcenc.org under the contribute tab, or by scanning this QR
code. There are options for one-time donations, recurring gifts, and
special offerings. No account is needed to donate on our website.

You can also use the Vanco Mobile App. Simply download it from your app store, and
search “Bethlehem Lutheran Church Encinitas” by name (there is no invite code). If you
already have an account from our website, the same login information will work. If not,
please sign up with a new account. Thank You for Supporting Bethlehem!

@ Bethlehem_Lutheran_Encinitas Follow us on
0 Facebook.com/BethlehemLutheranEncinitas/ social media!




