
 

 
 

Season After Pentecost 
August 22, 2021 

 

Worship Services 
9:00 am Indoor | 10:30 am Outdoor 



GATHERING 
 

WELCOME 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS       Adapted from Beth Merrill Neel 

 

L:  Gracious and loving God, open our hearts so that we are able to admit 

to you the fullness of our lives – that which is beautiful and good, and that 

which is hurtful and hateful. 

 

C:  We confess that we do not follow Jesus in all that we do.  We love 

with condition, rather than grace.  We cast the first stone, and keep the 

logs in our own eyes.  Help us to turn to You as the source of our 

healing.  Forgive us and empower us to be imitators of Christ in love 

and service.  Amen. 

 

L:  Friends in Christ, know this: the mercy of God is from everlasting to 

everlasting.  May we always be reminded of the surpassing and surprising 

grace that we have in Jesus Christ, and truly know that we are forgiven.   

 

C:  Alleluia!  Amen. 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE            Kyrie – ACS pg. 12 (sung by cantor) 
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GREETING 

 

L:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit, be with you all. 

 

C:  And also with you. 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE                   Glory to God – ACS pg. 12-13 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

 L:  Let us pray …  C:  Amen. 

 

CHILDREN’S TIME  

 

WORD 
 

SCRIPTURE READING                    Ephesians 6:10-20 
 

 

Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his power. Put on the 

whole armor of God, so that you may be able to stand against the wiles of 

the devil. For our struggle is not against enemies of blood and flesh, but 

against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers of 

this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly 

places. Therefore take up the whole armor of God, so that you may be able 

to withstand on that evil day, and having done everything, to stand firm. 

Stand therefore, and fasten the belt of truth around your waist, and put on 

the breastplate of righteousness. As shoes for your feet put on whatever 

will make you ready to proclaim the gospel of peace. With all of these, 

take the shield of faith, with which you will be able to quench all the 

flaming arrows of the evil one. Take the helmet of salvation, and the 

sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. Pray in the Spirit at all 

times in every prayer and supplication. To that end keep alert and always 

persevere in supplication for all the saints. 

 

Pray also for me, so that when I speak, a message may be given to me to 

make known with boldness the mystery of the gospel, for which I am an 

ambassador in chains. Pray that I may declare it boldly, as I must speak. 

 

R:  The Word of the Lord.  C:  Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION          ACS pg. 14 

 
 

GOSPEL READING         John 6:56-69 
 

[Jesus said] “Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood abide in me, and 

I in them. Just as the living Father sent me, and I live because of the 

Father, so whoever eats me will live because of me. This is the bread that 

came down from heaven, not like that which your ancestors ate, and they 

died. But the one who eats this bread will live forever.” He said these 

things while he was teaching in the synagogue at Capernaum. When 

many of his disciples heard it, they said, “This teaching is difficult; who 

can accept it?” But Jesus, being aware that his disciples were complaining 

about it, said to them, “Does this offend you? Then what if you were to 

see the Son of Man ascending to where he was before? It is the spirit that 

gives life; the flesh is useless. The words that I have spoken to you are 

spirit and life. But among you there are some who do not believe.” For 

Jesus knew from the first who were the ones that did not believe, and who 

was the one that would betray him. And he said, “For this reason I have 

told you that no one can come to me unless it is granted by the Father.” 

Because of this many of his disciples turned back and no longer went 

about with him. So Jesus asked the twelve, “Do you also wish to go 

away?” Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom can we go? You have 

the words of eternal life. We have come to believe and know that you are 

the Holy One of God.” 
 

R:  The Gospel of the Lord.  C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
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SERMON                                      Keegan Cheleden  

 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY               By Your Hand You Feed Your People – ELW 469    
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

 

L:  Lord in your mercy,  C:  Hear our prayer. 

 

THE SHARING OF THE PEACE 

 

 L:  The peace of the Lord be with you always, C:  And also with you! 
 

OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS AND OURSELVES 

 

During the offertory response you are invited to prepare your communion elements. 

 

OFFERTORY RESPONSE                Give Thanks – TFF 292    
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MEAL 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

L:  The Lord be with you,  C:  And also with you. 

 

L:  Lift up your hearts,  C:  We lift them to the Lord. 

 

 L:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 

 C:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER FROM THE NEW ZEALAND PRAYER BOOK 
 

Eternal Spirit, Earth-maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver, Source of all that is 

and that shall be, Father and Mother of us all, Loving God, in whom is 

heaven: 
 

The hallowing of your name echo through the universe! The way of 

your justice be followed by the peoples of the world! Your heavenly 

will be done by all created beings! Your commonwealth of peace and 

freedom sustain our hope and come on earth. 
 

With the bread we need for today, feed us. In the hurts we absorb from 

one another, forgive us. In times of temptation and testing, strengthen 

us. From trials too great to endure, spare us. From the grip of all that is 

evil, free us. 
 

For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

If you have prepared communion elements, you are invited to commune during the hymn 

saying: “The body of Christ, given for you.” & “The blood of Christ, shed for you.” 
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MUSIC DURING COMMUNION                Lamb of God – ELW pg. 182-183  

  
 

SENDING 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

BLESSING 
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SENDING HYMN                               Blessed Assurance – ELW 638    

         

 
 

 

DISMISSAL 
 

L:  Go in peace.  Serve God in word and deed! C:  Thanks be to God! 
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All Are Welcome! 
 

We live in a diverse world. We are hurting, broken and heavy hearted. We are loving, 

celebrating, and above all — we are welcoming.  Regardless of the color of your skin or 

the color of your hair, regardless of your gender identity, sexual orientation, relationship 

status, or political affiliation — you are welcome here. 
 

If you are a believer, a doubter or a seeker after Christ — you have a place here. 

If you own, rent, or have nothing at all — you are welcome here. 

If you are fully abled, disabled, or a person of differing abilities, if you have regrets, 

fears, addictions, or afflictions — you have a place here. 
 

All who are wise and all who are confused, all who have found love and all who have 

lost it, all who celebrate this welcome statement and all who fear it — are welcome here. 
 

For these are all of the things that make you who you are: the person God loves. Come 

as you are and be celebrated for who you are. The time is now. Your place is here. 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church is an all-inclusive church. 
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925 Balour Drive, Encinitas, CA 92024 

760•753•1026   |   info@blcenc.org   |   www.blcenc.org 

Offering gifts can be made electronically, either on our website at 

www.blcenc.org by clicking on the contribute tab, or by using the  

Give Plus Church mobile app.  There are options for one-time donations, as 

well as recurring gifts and special offerings. 

http://www.blcenc.org/

