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Welcome to Bethlehem!

We hope you feel a warm welcome here at Bethlehem Lutheran Church. Please visit our
website at www.blcenc.org for more information about the congregation. If you are
visiting with us, please fill out an information card and place it in the offering basket so
we can stay connected.

CHILDREN

All children are welcome in the sanctuary for worship at Bethlehem. If you prefer,
there is a comfort room at the back of the sanctuary. Busy bags are available in the
narthex. After Children’s Time at our 10:30 AM service children ages 3 years — 6%
grade may either attend our Learning Circle program or remain with you.

COMMUNION

We practice open communion, meaning all are welcome to participate. We
commune by intinction where the pastor dips the bread into a divided chalice with
white wine or red grape juice. There is a gluten-free station on the left side of the
sanctuary. We are happy to bring communion to individuals with limited mobility.

PARTICIPATION & ACCESSIBILITY

The different movements that happen during worship (sitting, standing, making the
sign of the cross) are all optional; please engage as you are comfortable or able.
Hearing assistance devices are located at the back of the sanctuary and large-print
bulletins are available in the narthex. If you, or someone you know, identify as
neurodivergent and have questions about how to participate in worship or in one of
our church ministries, please feel free to ask either the pastors or the church office
for help.

PRAYER

In addition to the pastors, our Stephen Ministers are always
available to pray with you about whatever is on your heart this
day. Please look for the folks wearing a blue name tag with the
Stephen Ministry logo. Healing prayer stations are available
during communion on the second Sunday of each month.
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GATHERING

Lent begins with a solemn call to repentance, fasting, and contemplation as we
begin our journey toward Easter. During Lent the people of God reflect on our
humanity, the promise of baptism, and our walk of faith. The sign of ashes
reminds us of our humanity, mortality, and frailty. By engaging in genuine
repentance, we realize that what seems like an ending is really an invitation to
make each day a new beginning, in which we are covered again, in God’s mercy
and forgiveness. With the cross on our foreheads, we wait for the renewal, the
redemption and the promise, that awaits us in the Easter feast yet to come.

PRELUDE
WELCOME
CALL TO WORSHIP Mercy, We Abide in You — ACS 1077
Choir sings verses, Congregation sings refrain
Refrain — All Fine
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Mer-cy, we - bide in you. Stir in  us, we pray.
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GREETING

L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit, be with you all.

C: And also with you.
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GATHERING HYMN

Our Father, We Have Wandered — ELW 606
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1 Our Fa- ther, we have wan - dered and hid - den  from your face;
2 And now at length dis - cern - ing the e - vil that we do,
3 O Lord of all the liv. - ing, both ban-ished and re - stored,
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in  fool-ish-ness have squan - dered your leg - a cy of  grace.
be - hold us, Lord, re - turn - ing with hope and trust to you.
com- pas-sion-ate, for - giv - ing, and ev - er - car - ing Lord,
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But now, in ex - ile dwell - ing, we rise with fear and shame,
In haste you come to meet us and home re - joic - ing bring,
grant now that our ftrans - gress - ing, our faith-less-ness may cease.
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as, dis - tant but com - pel - ling, we hear you call our name.
in glad-ness there to greet us with calf and robe and ring.
Stretch out your hand in bless - ing, in par-don, and in peace.
PRAYER OF THE DAY

L: Let us pray ... Gracious God

C: Out of your love and mercy you breathed into dust the breath of life,
creating us to serve you and our neighbors. Call forth our prayers and

acts of kindness.

Create in us new and honest hearts, so that, truly

repenting of our sins, we may receive from you, the God of all mercy, full
pardon and forgiveness through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and

Lord. Amen.
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WORD

SCRIPTURE READING Psalm 51:1-17
R: The Word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Re-turn to God with all your heart, the source of grace and
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mer - cy; come seek the ten-der faith-ful-ness of  God.
GOSPEL READING Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21
R: The Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON Pastor Sam Nelson
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HYMN OF THE DAY

Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross — ELW 335
Verses 1,2, & 4
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1 Je - sus,keep me near the cross, there’s a  pre - cious foun-tain;
2 Near the cross, a trem - bling soul, love and mer - cy found me;
3 Near the cross! O Lamb of God, bring its scenes be - fore me;
4 Near the cross I'll watch and wait, hop - ing, trust - ing ev - e,
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free to all, a heal - ing stream flows from Cal - v’'ry’s moun - tain.
there the bright and morn - ing star sheds its beams a - round me.
help me walk from day to day with its shad - ow o’er me.
till I reach the gold - en strand just be-yond the riv - er.
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In  the cross, in the cross be my glo - ry ev - er;
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till my ran-somed soul shall find

rest be-yond the
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INVITATION TO LENT
CONEFESSION OF SIN & IMPOSITION OF ASHES

L: Gracious God, our sins are too heavy to carry, too real to hide, and too
deep to undo.

C: Forgive what our lips tremble to name, what our hearts can no longer
bear. Set us free from a past that we cannot change; open us to a future
in which we can be changed; and grant us grace to grow more and more
in your likeness and image; through Jesus Christ, the light of the world.

L: As we place now these ashes on our foreheads, remind us that we are
dust and to dust we shall return. Remind us that we are loved by you, and
to your love we shall return.

Pause for the imposition of ashes
L: We call to you, great God of covenant and promise,

C: Create in us a clean heart, O God. Put a new and right spirit within us.
Cast us not away from your presence, and do not take your Holy Spirit
from us, restore to us the joy of your salvation and sustain in us a willing
spirit.

L: In the name of Jesus, your sins are forgiven this night. In the shape of
the cross, your life is made new. You are freed from all that holds you and
free to live in the peaceable realm of God. May you be strengthened in
God’s love for the journey, comforted by Christ’s peace, and accompanied
with the power of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen
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SPECIAL MUSIC “Treasures” — Good News Singers

MEAL

GREAT THANKSGIVING
L: The Lord be with you, C: And also with you.
L: Lift up your hearts, C: We lift them to the Lord.

L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God,
C: Itis right to give our thanks and praise.
WORDS OF INSTITUTION

THE LORD’S PRAYER ELW pg. 112

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever.
Amen.

Page 6



COMMUNION HYMNS

Just As I Am, without One Plea — ELW 592
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I Just as I am, with - out one plea, but that thy blood was
2 Just as [ am, though tossed a-bout with man - ya con - flict,
3 Just as I am, thou wilt re - ceive, wilt wel - come, par - don,
4 Just as I am; thy love un-known has bro - ken ev - ’ry
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shed for me, and that thou bidd’st me come to thee,
man - ya doubt, fight-ings and fears  with - in, with - out,

cleanse, re - lieve; be - cause thy prom - ise I be - lieve,
bar - rier down; now to be thine, yea, thine a - lone,
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O Lamb of God, I come, I come.
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Abide with Me — ELW 629
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1 A - bide with me, fast falls the e - ven - tide.
2 Swift to its close  ebbs out life’s lit - tle day;
31 need thy  pres - ence ev - ry  pass - ing hour;
4 1 fear no foe, with thee at hand to bless;
5 Hold thou thy  cross be - fore my clos - ing eyes,
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The dark - ness deep - ens; Lord, with me a - bide.
earth’s joys grow dim, its glo - ries pass a - way;
what  but thy grace can foil the tempt-er’s pow’r?
ills have no weight, and tears no  bit - ter - ness.
shine through the gloom, and point me to the  skies;
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When oth - er help - ers fail and com-forts flee,
change and de - cay in all a-round I see;
Who like thy - self my guide and stay can be?
Where is death’s sting? Where, grave, thy vic - to - ry?
heav’'n’s morn-ing  breaks, and earth’s vain shad - ows flee;
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help of the  help - less, oh, a - bide with me.
0 thou who chang-est not, a - bide with me.
Through cloud and  sun - shine, oh, a - bide with me.
I tri - umph still, if thou a - bide with me!
in life, in death, O Lord, a - bide with me.

SENDING

ANNOUNCEMENTS
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SENDING HYMN Just a Closer Walk with Thee — ELW 697
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Just a clos-er walk with thee, grant it, Je-sus,is my plea;
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dai - lywalk-ing close to thee, let it be, dear Lord, let it be.
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11 am weak but thou art strong: Je - sus, keep me from all wrong;
2 Through this world of toil and snares, if I fal-ter,Lord, who cares?
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I'll  be sat-is-fied as long as 1 walk, let me walk close to thee.
Who with me my bur-den shares? None but thee, dear Lord, none but thee.
DISMISSAL

L: Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be of good courage;
hold fast to that which is good; render to no one evil for evil; strengthen the
fainthearted; support the weak; help the afflicted; honor all people; love and
serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit.

C: Thanks be to God!
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All Are Welcome!

We live in a diverse world. We are hurting, broken and heavy hearted. We are loving,
joyous, and above all, we are welcoming. Regardless of the color of your skin, or the color
of your hair; regardless of your gender identity, gender expression, sexual orientation,

relationship status, or political affiliation, you are welcome here. We honor indigenous
people and are committed to the work of anti-racism and the stewardship of the creation.

If you are Buddhist, Roman Catholic, agnostic, Muslim, Jewish, seeking, have never set
foot in a church, or are a life long Lutheran; you have a place here. If you own, rent, or
have nothing at all; you are welcome here. If you are neurodivergent, fully abled,
disabled, or a person of differing abilities; if you have regrets, fears, addictions, or
afflictions; you have a place here.

All who are wise and all who are confused, all who have found love and all who have lost
it, all who celebrate this welcome statement and all who fear it - are welcome here.

Come as you are and be celebrated for who you are. Your place is here. Bethlehem
Lutheran is an All are Welcome church.
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Electronic Giving at Bethlehem

Offering gifts can be made electronically on our website
www.blcenc.org under the contribute tab, or by scanning this QR
code. There are options for one-time donations, recurring gifts, and
special offerings. No account is needed to donate on our website.

You can also use the Vanco Mobile App. Simply download it from your app store, and
search “Bethlehem Lutheran Church Encinitas” by name (there is no invite code). If you
already have an account from our website, the same login information will work. If not,
please sign up with a new account. Thank You for Supporting Bethlehem!

(C”' Bethlehem_Lutheran_Encinitas Follow us on
0 Facebook.com/BethlehemLutheranEncinitas/ social media!




