5th Sunday of Lent
March 21st, 2021

Welcome to Bethlehem!
What should you expect when you come for in-person worship on the lawn?
Below are a few guidelines. If you are joining us virtually, please feel free to skip
this section. Above all, we ask that you come with an open mind and a gracious
heart as we live into this new way of worshipping together.
• If you have a fever, cough, breathing problems, chills, muscle pain, sore throat,
vomiting, diarrhea, or loss of taste or smell – please enjoy our virtual worship
service from your home.
• If you have traveled outside of California, flown on a plane, or been exposed to
someone with the above symptoms, please enjoy our virtual worship service
from your home for 14 days.
• Masks will be required at all times, except for children 2 years and under.
• Please maintain social distancing of at least 6 feet from people not in your
household.
• Bring any supplies you might need to survive a 45 min outdoor worship
service!
- Chairs or blankets (limited handicap seating will be available)
- Water, hats, sunscreen, umbrellas, and hand sanitizer
- Your own communion elements
• Please print the bulletin at home or bring it on your phone or tablet.
- A scannable QR code will be available when you arrive if you forget.
• There will be one entrance point near the olive trees and benches. Exits will be
located near the MU building and Dot’s Garden.
• Ushers will guide you to your seating area. Once you are seated, please refrain
from leaving your seating area. Children must remain with their household at
all times. Ushers will come and dismiss you when worship has concluded.
• Please refrain from using the bathroom if possible. The bathroom in the MU
building will be available for one person to use at a time if necessary.
- Please enter through the door closest to the parking lot.
- And exit through the door that opens onto the grass.

GATHERING
WELCOME
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
L: Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, the keeper of the covenant, the
source of steadfast love, our rock and our redeemer. God hears us when
we cry, and draws us close in Jesus Christ. Let us return to the one who is
full of compassion
Silence is kept for reflection
L: Fountain of living water,
C: Pour out your mercy over us. Our sin is heavy, and we long to be
free. Rebuild what we have ruined and mend what we have torn. Wash
us in your cleansing flood. Make us alive in the Spirit to follow in the
way of Jesus, as healers and restorers of the world you so love.
L: Beloved, God’s word never fails. The promise rests on grace: by the
saving love of Jesus Christ, the wisdom and power of God, your sins are
forgiven, and God remembers them no more. Journey in the way of Jesus.
C: Amen
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GATHERING HYMN

Lay

Beneath the Tree of Life
(Congregation sings refrain; Cantor sings verses)

your burdens

Lay

your burdens

Lay

your burdens

GREETING
L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit, be with you all.
C: And also with you.
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KYRIE

(Leader sings part A, congregation sings part B)

(Return to Gathering Hymn and sing “lay your burdens”)
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
L: Let us pray …

C: Amen.

CHILDREN’S TIME

WORD
SHAKESPEARE IN LENT

Sonnet 116
Performed by Jamie Newcomb

R: For Wisdom in all its forms …
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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C: Thanks be to God

GOSPEL READING

John 12:20-33

Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some
Greeks. They came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said
to him, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” Philip went and told Andrew; then
Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. Jesus answered them, “The hour
has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. Very truly, I tell you, unless a
grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain;
but if it dies, it bears much fruit. Those who love their life lose it, and
those who hate their life in this world will keep it for eternal life. Whoever
serves me must follow me, and where I am, there will my servant be also.
Whoever serves me, the Father will honor.
“Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say—‘Father, save me from
this hour’? No, it is for this reason that I have come to this hour. Father,
glorify your name.” Then a voice came from heaven, “I have glorified it,
and I will glorify it again.” The crowd standing there heard it and said
that it was thunder. Others said, “An angel has spoken to him.” Jesus
answered, “This voice has come for your sake, not for mine. Now is the
judgment of this world; now the ruler of this world will be driven out.
And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.”
He said this to indicate the kind of death he was to die.
R: The Gospel of the Lord

C: Praise to you, O Christ

SERMON

Pastor Laura Ziehl
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HYMN OF THE DAY

Beneath the Cross of Jesus – ELW 338
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
L: Lord in your mercy,

C: Hear our prayer.

THE SHARING OF THE PEACE
L: The peace of Christ be with you always,

C: And also with you!

OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS AND OURSELVES
During the offertory response you are invited to prepare your communion elements.
OFFERTORY RESPONSE

We are an Offering – ELW 692
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MEAL
GREAT THANKSGIVING
L: The Lord be with you,
C: And also with you.
L: Lift up your hearts,
C: We lift them to the Lord.
L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God,
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
THE LORD’S PRAYER

ELW pg. 112

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
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If you have prepared communion elements, you are invited to commune during the hymn
saying: “The body of Christ, given for you.” & “The blood of Christ, shed for you.”
MUSIC DURING COMMUNION Come to Me, All Pilgrims Thirsty – ELW 777

SENDING
ANNOUNCEMENTS
BLESSING
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SENDING HYMN

Jesus is a Rock in a Weary Land – ELW 333

DISMISSAL
L: Go in peace. Share the good news!
C: Thanks be to God!
For in-person worshippers – during the postlude, please pack up your belongings and
wait for the ushers to come and dismiss you. We hope to see you again soon!

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
From Holy Communion, Tree of Life Setting including: “Gathering,” “Kyrie,” and
“Return to the Lord” - Text: Susan Briehl, Tunes: Marty Haugen. Both © 2001 GIA
Publications, Inc. “We Are an Offering” - Text and Tune: Dwight Liles, b. 1957, ©
1996 Lorenz Publishing Company. For copyrighted selections, all rights reserved.
Reprinted under OneLicense.net License No. A-706214. Other hymn selections are in the
Public Domain. Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from One
License with license #A-706214.
Photo Credit: https://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/45249/jewish/Faith-in-the-Dark.htm
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All Are Welcome!
We live in a diverse world. We are hurting, broken and heavy hearted. We are
loving, celebrating, and above all — we are welcoming. Regardless of the color
of your skin or the color of your hair, regardless of your gender identity, sexual
orientation, relationship status, or political affiliation — you are welcome here.
If you are a believer, a doubter or a seeker after Christ — you have a place here.
If you own, rent, or have nothing at all — you are welcome here.
If you are fully abled, disabled, or a person of differing abilities, if you have
regrets, fears, addictions, or afflictions — you have a place here.
All who are wise and all who are confused, all who have found love and all who
have lost it, all who celebrate this welcome statement and all who fear it — are
welcome here.
For these are all of the things that make you who you are: the person God loves.
Come as you are and be celebrated for who you are. The time is now. Your place
is here. Bethlehem Lutheran Church is an all-inclusive church.

The Mission of Bethlehem Lutheran Church is
to announce boldly the love of God through Christ.

Bethlehem Lutheran Church
925 Balour Drive, Encinitas, CA 92024
760•753•1026 | info@blcenc.org | www.blcenc.org

Electronic Giving Options
• Give Plus+ App
- Using your smartphone or tablet, download the “Give Plus+”
app from your App Store
- Search Bethlehem Lutheran Church by name or zip code
- If you already have an online giving account from the BLC
website you can login with that or you can create a new one in
the app
• BLC Website
- Go to BLCENC.org and select the “Contribute” tab from the top
menu
- Click the “Give Now” button
*********************************************************************************

• With either option you can:
- Use a checking account, or credit & debit cards
- Choose to cover the credit card transaction fee
- Make recurring, or one-time donations
- Give to general, or various special funds
- All donations appear on your giving statement

Thank You for Your Support of BLC!

