Good Friday
April 2nd, 2021

During Holy Week, we join with Christians around the world in observing the
Three Days, known by their Latin name, the Triduum. They are the pinnacle of
the church year, beginning with the evening service on Maundy Thursday, and
continuing through the Sunday evening of Easter. We travel with Jesus from last
supper, to his betrayal and trial, to the moment of the cross, to his burial, and
finally to the joy and promise of the empty tomb. These three days are observed
not only in remembrance of Jesus’ suffering, death, and resurrection, but so that
we might be able to enter these experiences ourselves. We remember that through
baptism we are joined to Christ’s death and resurrection. As we move through
these three days, we ponder the depth and the mystery of God’s love, we reflect
on the meaning of Christ’s presence in our lives, and we give thanks for all that
God has done. We are again raised with him and, brimming with hope, we
are empowered and sent as messengers and servants into the world.

Maundy Thursday centers on Jesus’
commandment to love one another, and is the
origin of two of the church’s most ancient, and
sacred acts. The symbolic act of foot-washing
helps to remind us that we are called to a life of
service and love. At the Lord’s Table we
remember Jesus’ sacrifice. We receive God’s
grace, forgiveness, and love through bread and
wine; and we are strengthened so that we might
offer ourselves in love for the life of the world.
Good Friday is a somber celebration as we
travel with Jesus through the final hours of his
life by way of his seven last words, read within
the story of the passion. This is intended to be
a time of personal meditation and reflection.
Good Friday is the day we contemplate the
cross, and the lengths to which our God would
go to save us all. God’s love, grace, and
promise all meet in the moment of the cross,
and we receive God’s promise to show up in
all of the crucifixion moments of our own lives.

EASTER
VIGIL

The Easter Vigil is the earliest service of the
church, with portions of the liturgy dating
back to the 4th century. The church has always
vigiled all Saturday night, “because we do not
know at what hour our Lord arose from the
tomb.” The Vigil is also the traditional time of
baptism, with the newly baptized coming
immediately into their first service of Holy
Communion at Easter dawn. Easter Vigil at
Bethlehem is joyous and raucous and full of
resurrection hope.

GATHERING
TOLLING OF THE BELL
HYMN

PASSION NARRATIVE

I Want Jesus to Walk With Me – ELW 325
vs. 1 – all, vs. 2 – solo, vs. 3 – all

In the Garden – Matthew 26:36-41
Jesus is Betrayed – Mark 14:43-46
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PRAYER
L: God of silent prayer,
C: Our spirits are willing but we are human and imperfect. Help us to
find the strength to keep awake though the night darkens around us.
Guide us on our journey, O Holy One.
HYMN

PASSION NARRATIVE

Go to Dark Gethsemane – ELW 347 vs. 1-3

Jesus Before the Council – Luke 22:66-71
Peter’s Denial – Matthew 26:69-75
Crucify Him! – Matthew 27:1-2, 11-25
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PRAYER
L: Merciful Lord,
C: Too often we join the crowd in their cries of, “Crucify him!” Fill our
hearts with the compassion and love that defined your time here on
earth. Guide us on our journey, O Holy One.
HYMN

PASSION NARRATIVE

Alas, And Did My Savior Bleed vs. 1, 2, & 5

Hail, King of the Jews – John 19:1-3
Bearing the Cross – Matthew 27:31-33

PRAYER
L: King of kings,
C: You came to us as a king unlike any we had ever seen before. Teach
us that power need not come in the form of a clenched fist, but rather,
can be found in the diligent hands of a servant. Guide us on our
journey, O Holy One.
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OFFERING
PASSION NARRATIVE

Who Is This King? – Quartet
Father, Forgive Them – Luke 23:33-34
Jesus, Remember Me – Luke 23:29-43
Jesus and Mary – John 19:25-27

PRAYER
L: Source of infinite mercy,
C: Even in the face of death and humiliation, you sought forgiveness on
our behalf. May we learn to forgive as we have been forgiven.
Guide us on our journey, O Holy One.
HYMN

Beneath the Cross of Jesus – ELW 338
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PASSION NARRATIVE

I Thirst/It is Finished – John 19:28-30
My God, My God – Matthew 27:45-46
Into Your Hands – Luke 23:45-47

PRAYER
L: Steadfast God,
C: We know that no matter how great our sin, you will not forsake us.
Be our anchor that holds us steady when the storms of life seek to sink
us. Guide us on our journey, O Holy One.
HYMN

O Sacred Head, Now Wounded – ELW 351 vs . 1 & 3
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PASSION NARRATIVE

The Tomb – Matthew 27:57-60

PRAYER
L: God of new beginnings,
C: Through Jesus you defeated the powers of sin and death. Help us to
linger at the tomb as we marvel at your love for the world. But always,
may we remember that death does not have the final word. Lift our
tear-filled eyes towards the promise of new life that is the empty tomb.
Guide us on our journey, O Holy One. Amen.
HYMN

Were You There – ELW 353
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The Good Friday worship concludes without a benediction.
The three days of the Triduum are meant to be treated as three parts of one
worship service.
Our Easter Vigil service will be at 3 pm tomorrow. We will gather in-person
and the service will be livestreamed as well.
We thank you for your participation in this unique way of celebrating Holy
Week this year, as we explore new understandings of what it means to be a
community of faith.
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All Are Welcome!
We live in a diverse world. We are hurting, broken and heavy hearted. We are
loving, celebrating, and above all — we are welcoming. Regardless of the color
of your skin or the color of your hair, regardless of your gender identity, sexual
orientation, relationship status, or political affiliation — you are welcome here.
If you are a believer, a doubter or a seeker after Christ — you have a place here.
If you own, rent, or have nothing at all — you are welcome here.
If you are fully abled, disabled, or a person of differing abilities, if you have
regrets, fears, addictions, or afflictions — you have a place here.
All who are wise and all who are confused, all who have found love and all who
have lost it, all who celebrate this welcome statement and all who fear it — are
welcome here.
For these are all of the things that make you who you are: the person God loves.
Come as you are and be celebrated for who you are. The time is now. Your place
is here. Bethlehem Lutheran Church is an all-inclusive church.

The Mission of Bethlehem Lutheran Church is
to announce boldly the love of God through Christ.

Bethlehem Lutheran Church
925 Balour Drive, Encinitas, CA 92024
760•753•1026 | info@blcenc.org | www.blcenc.org

Electronic Giving Options
• Give Plus+ App
- Using your smartphone or tablet, download the “Give Plus+”
app from your App Store
- Search Bethlehem Lutheran Church by name or zip code
- If you already have an online giving account from the BLC
website you can login with that or you can create a new one in
the app
• BLC Website
- Go to BLCENC.org and select the “Contribute” tab from the top
menu
- Click the “Give Now” button
*********************************************************************************

• With either option you can:
- Use a checking account, or credit & debit cards
- Choose to cover the credit card transaction fee
- Make recurring, or one-time donations
- Give to general, or various special funds
- All donations appear on your giving statement

Thank You for Your Support of BLC!

