Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
8:30 AM Livestream Service

PRELUDE
WELCOME
CHRISTMAS PROCLAMATION
L: Jesus Christ is the Light of the world!
C: The Light no darkness can overcome.
L: We gather to celebrate the great light of our salvation.
C: With the heavenly host we sing, “Glory to God in the highest
heaven.”
L: In Christ, God’s Word is made flesh and lives among us.
C: With the shepherds, we will tell of the wonders we have seen and
heard.
L: For to us a child is born, to us a Son is given.
C: In him was life, and the life was the light of all people.
L: May the grace and truth of Christ be with you all.
C: And also with you.
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GATHERING CAROL

O Come, All Ye Faithful – ELW 283 vs. 1 & 3

PRAYER OF CHRISTMAS
L: Let us pray … Gracious Lord,
C: The coming of your light into our world has brightened weary hearts
with peace. May we share with others the simple joy of the shepherds,
the praise of the angels, and the love of the Holy Family. May the holy
child of Bethlehem be born in us on this, and every day. Amen.
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CAROL

O Little Town of Bethlehem – ELW 279 vs. 1 & 4

READING

Luke 2: 1-12

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world
should be registered. This was the first registration and was taken while
Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be
registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to
Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended
from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary,
to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were
there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her
firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a
manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch
over their flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them,
and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified.
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But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you
good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city
of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for
you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a
manger.”
CAROL

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing – ELW 270 vs. 1 & 3

READING

Luke 2:13-20

And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host,
praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on
earth peace among those whom he favors!”
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When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said
to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has
taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” So they went with
haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger.
When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about
this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told
them. But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart.
The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had
heard and seen, as it had been told them.
SERMON

Pastor Laura Ziehl

CAROL OF CHRISTMAS

Love Has Come – ELW 292 vs. 1 & 3

CHRISTMAS PEACE
OFFERTORY MUSIC

Hallelujah Chorus – Good News Singers
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GREAT THANKSGIVING
L: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
L: Lift up your hearts
C: We lift them up to the Lord.
L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give God thanks and praise.
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and
ever. Amen.
MUSIC DURING COMMUNION

I Am So Glad Each Christmas Eve
ELW 271 vs. 1 & 2
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LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES
CAROL OF LIGHT

Silent Night - ELW 281

BLESSING
L: May the Word that Mary brought to birth carry you into new and
abundant life. May the Word that Joseph cradled in his arms enfold you
with love and strength. May the Word that the angels proclaimed in song
bring harmony to our world. And may the blessing of almighty God, the
Father, the + Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you
this day and always.
C: Amen
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SENDING CAROL

DISMISSAL

L: Go in peace. The Savior is Born!

Joy to the World - ELW 267

C: Thanks be to God!
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All Are Welcome!
We live in a diverse world. We are hurting, broken and heavy hearted. We are
loving, celebrating, and above all — we are welcoming. Regardless of the color
of your skin or the color of your hair, regardless of your gender identity, sexual
orientation, relationship status, or political affiliation — you are welcome here.
If you are a believer, a doubter or a seeker after Christ — you have a place here.
If you own, rent, or have nothing at all — you are welcome here.
If you are fully abled, disabled, or a person of differing abilities, if you have
regrets, fears, addictions, or afflictions — you have a place here.
All who are wise and all who are confused, all who have found love and all who
have lost it, all who celebrate this welcome statement and all who fear it — are
welcome here.
For these are all of the things that make you who you are: the person God loves.
Come as you are and be celebrated for who you are. The time is now. Your place
is here. Bethlehem Lutheran Church is an all-inclusive church.

The Mission of Bethlehem Lutheran Church is
to announce boldly the love of God through Christ.

Bethlehem Lutheran Church
925 Balour Drive, Encinitas, CA 92024
760•753•1026 | info@blcenc.org | www.blcenc.org

Electronic Giving Options
• Give Plus+ App
- Using your smartphone or tablet, download the “Give Plus+”
app from your App Store
- Search Bethlehem Lutheran Church by name or zip code
- If you already have an online giving account from the BLC
website you can login with that or you can create a new one in
the app
• BLC Website
- Go to BLCENC.org and select the “Contribute” tab from the top
menu
- Click the “Give Now” button
*********************************************************************************

• With either option you can:
- Use a checking account, or credit & debit cards
- Choose to cover the credit card transaction fee
- Make recurring, or one-time donations
- Give to general, or various special funds
- All donations appear on your giving statement

Thank You for Your Support of BLC!
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