Season After Pentecost
November 22nd, 2020

Welcome to Bethlehem!
What should you expect when you come for in-person worship on the lawn?
Below are a few guidelines. If you are joining us virtually, please feel free to skip
this section. Above all, we ask that you come with an open mind and a gracious
heart as we live into this new way of worshipping together.
• If you have a fever, cough, breathing problems, chills, muscle pain, sore throat,
vomiting, diarrhea, or loss of taste or smell – please enjoy our virtual worship
service from your home.
• If you have traveled outside of California, flown on a plane, or been exposed to
someone with the above symptoms, please enjoy our virtual worship service
from your home for 14 days.
• Masks will be required at all times, except for children 2 years and under.
• Please maintain social distancing of at least 6 feet from people not in your
household.
• Bring any supplies you might need to survive a 45 min outdoor worship
service!
- Chairs or blankets (limited handicap seating will be available)
- Water, hats, sunscreen, umbrellas, and hand sanitizer
- Your own communion elements
• Please print the bulletin at home or bring it on your phone or tablet.
- A scannable QR code will be available when you arrive if you forget.
• There will be one entrance point near the olive trees and benches. Exits will be
located near the MU building and Dot’s Garden.
• Ushers will guide you to your seating area. Once you are seated, please refrain
from leaving your seating area. Children must remain with their household at
all times. Ushers will come and dismiss you when worship has concluded.
• Please refrain from using the bathroom if possible. The bathroom in the MU
building will be available for one person to use at a time if necessary.
- Please enter through the door closest to the parking lot.
- And exit through the door that opens onto the grass.

GATHERING
WELCOME
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
L: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, in whose image we are made,
who claims us and calls us beloved.
Silence is kept for reflection.
L: Holy One,
C: We confess that we are not awake for you.
We are not faithful in using the gifts you have laid in our lives.
We forget the least of our siblings.
We do not see your beautiful image in one another.
We are mired in sin that divides your beloved community.
Open our hearts to your coming.
Open our eyes to see you in our neighbor.
Open our hands to serve your creation. Amen.
L: Together, we are God’s children, and Jesus, our Savior, opens the door
to us. Through ☩ Jesus you are forgiven, by Jesus you are welcome, in
Jesus you are called to rejoice! Let us live in the promises prepared for us
from the foundation of the world.
C: Amen.
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KYRIE

You Are Mine – ELW 581
2 verses/week – Cantor sings verses, congregation sings refrain

Page 2

PRAYER OF THE DAY
L: Let us pray …

C: Amen.

CHILDREN’S TIME

WORD
SCRIPTURE READING

Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24

For thus says the Lord God: I myself will search for my sheep, and will
seek them out. As shepherds seek out their flocks when they are among
their scattered sheep, so I will seek out my sheep. I will rescue them from
all the places to which they have been scattered on a day of clouds and
thick darkness. I will bring them out from the peoples and gather them
from the countries, and will bring them into their own land; and I will
feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the watercourses, and in all the
inhabited parts of the land. I will feed them with good pasture, and the
mountain heights of Israel shall be their pasture; there they shall lie down
in good grazing land, and they shall feed on rich pasture on the
mountains of Israel. I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I will
make them lie down, says the Lord God. I will seek the lost, and I will
bring back the strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and I will
strengthen the weak, but the fat and the strong I will destroy. I will feed
them with justice. Therefore, thus says the Lord God to them: I myself
will judge between the fat sheep and the lean sheep. Because you pushed
with flank and shoulder, and butted at all the weak animals with your
horns until you scattered them far and wide, I will save my flock, and they
shall no longer be ravaged; and I will judge between sheep and sheep. I
will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed
them: he shall feed them and be their shepherd. And I, the Lord, will be
their God, and my servant David shall be prince among them; I, the Lord,
have spoken.
R: The Word of the Lord

C: Thanks be to God
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

ELW pg. 171

GOSPEL READING

Matthew 25:14-30

When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then
he will sit on the throne of his glory. All the nations will be gathered
before him, and he will separate people one from another as a shepherd
separates the sheep from the goats, and he will put the sheep at his right
hand and the goats at the left. Then the king will say to those at his right
hand, ‘Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom
prepared for you from the foundation of the world; for I was hungry and
you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I
was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you gave me
clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you
visited me.’ Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that
we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you
something to drink? And when was it that we saw you a stranger and
welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? And when was it that we
saw you sick or in prison and visited you?’ And the king will answer
them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who
are members of my family, you did it to me.’
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Then he will say to those at his left hand, ‘You that are accursed, depart
from me into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels; for I
was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me
nothing to drink, I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked
and you did not give me clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit
me.’ Then they also will answer, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you
hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not
take care of you?’ Then he will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you
did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.’ And
these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal
life.”
R: The Gospel of the Lord

C: Praise to you, O Christ

SERMON

Pastor Sam Nelson
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HYMN OF THE DAY

Here I Am, Lord – ELW 574
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
L: Lord in your mercy,

C: Hear our prayer.

THE SHARING OF THE PEACE
L: The peace of Christ be with you always,

C: And also with you!

OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS AND OURSELVES
During the offertory response you are invited to prepare your communion elements.
OFFERTORY RESPONSE

Create in Me a Clean Heart – ELW 185
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MEAL
GREAT THANKSGIVING
L: The Lord be with you,
C: And also with you.
L: Lift up your hearts,
C: We lift them to the Lord.
L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God,
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
THE LORD’S PRAYER

ELW pg. 112

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
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If you have prepared communion elements, you are invited to commune during the hymn
saying: “The body of Christ, given for you.” & “The blood of Christ, shed for you.”
MUSIC DURING COMMUNION

Lamb of God – ELW 336 (2 vs./week)

SENDING
ANNOUNCEMENTS
BLESSING
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SENDING HYMN

Soon and Very Soon – ELW 439

DISMISSAL
L: Beloved of God, go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!
For in-person worshippers – during the postlude, please pack up your belongings and
wait for the ushers to come and dismiss you. We hope to see you again soon!
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All Are Welcome!
We live in a diverse world. We are hurting, broken and heavy hearted. We are
loving, celebrating, and above all — we are welcoming. Regardless of the color
of your skin or the color of your hair, regardless of your gender identity, sexual
orientation, relationship status, or political affiliation — you are welcome here.
If you are a believer, a doubter or a seeker after Christ — you have a place here.
If you own, rent, or have nothing at all — you are welcome here.
If you are fully abled, disabled, or a person of differing abilities, if you have
regrets, fears, addictions, or afflictions — you have a place here.
All who are wise and all who are confused, all who have found love and all who
have lost it, all who celebrate this welcome statement and all who fear it — are
welcome here.
For these are all of the things that make you who you are: the person God loves.
Come as you are and be celebrated for who you are. The time is now. Your place
is here. Bethlehem Lutheran Church is an all-inclusive church.

The Mission of Bethlehem Lutheran Church is
to announce boldly the love of God through Christ.

Bethlehem Lutheran Church
925 Balour Drive, Encinitas, CA 92024
760•753•1026 | info@blcenc.org | www.blcenc.org

Electronic Giving Options
• Give Plus+ App
- Using your smartphone or tablet, download the “Give Plus+”
app from your App Store
- Search Bethlehem Lutheran Church by name or zip code
- If you already have an online giving account from the BLC
website you can login with that or you can create a new one in
the app
• BLC Website
- Go to BLCENC.org and select the “Contribute” tab from the top
menu
- Click the “Give Now” button
*********************************************************************************

• With either option you can:
- Use a checking account, or credit & debit cards
- Choose to cover the credit card transaction fee
- Make recurring, or one-time donations
- Give to general, or various special funds
- All donations appear on your giving statement

Thank You for Your Support of BLC!

