Reformation Sunday
October 25th, 2020

Welcome to Bethlehem!
What should you expect when you come for in-person worship on the lawn?
Below are a few guidelines. If you are joining us virtually, please feel free to skip
this section. Above all, we ask that you come with an open mind and a gracious
heart as we live into this new way of worshipping together.
• If you have a fever, cough, breathing problems, chills, muscle pain, sore throat,
vomiting, diarrhea, or loss of taste or smell – please enjoy our virtual worship
service from your home.
• If you have traveled outside of California, flown on a plane, or been exposed to
someone with the above symptoms, please enjoy our virtual worship service
from your home for 14 days.
• Masks will be required at all times, except for children 2 years and under.
• Please maintain social distancing of at least 6 feet from people not in your
household.
• Bring any supplies you might need to survive a 45 min outdoor worship
service!
- Chairs or blankets (limited handicap seating will be available)
- Water, hats, sunscreen, umbrellas, and hand sanitizer
- Your own communion elements
• Please print the bulletin at home or bring it on your phone or tablet.
- A scannable QR code will be available when you arrive if you forget.
• There will be one entrance point near the olive trees and benches. Exits will be
located near the MU building and Dot’s Garden.
• Ushers will guide you to your seating area. Once you are seated, please refrain
from leaving your seating area. Children must remain with their household at
all times. Ushers will come and dismiss you when worship has concluded.
• Please refrain from using the bathroom if possible. The bathroom in the MU
building will be available for one person to use at a time if necessary.
- Please enter through the door closest to the parking lot.
- And exit through the door that opens onto the grass.

GATHERING
WELCOME
OPENING LITANY

Quotes from Martin Luther

L: Faith is the “yes” of the heart, a conviction on which one stakes
one’s life.
C: This is most certainly true!
L: Farewell to those who want an entirely pure and purified church.
This is plainly wanting no church at all.
C: This is most certainly true!
L: Love teaches very readily how to conduct yourself well in all
situations; and without it nothing whatever can be satisfactorily taught.
C: This is most certainly true!
L: Whatever your heart clings to and confides in, that is really your God.
C: This is most certainly true!
L: I have held many things in my hands, and I have lost them all;
but whatever I have placed in God’s hands, that I still possess.
C: This is most certainly true!
L: A Christian is a free lord of all and subject to no one. A Christian is a
ministering servant of all and subject to everyone.
C: This is most certainly true! Here I stand! I can do no other.
God help me. Amen.
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KYRIE

You Are Mine – ELW 581
2 verses/week – Cantor sings verses, congregation sings refrain
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
L: Let us pray …

C: Amen.

CHILDREN’S TIME

WORD
SCRIPTURE READING

Romans 3:19-28

Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are
under the law, so that every mouth may be silenced, and the whole world
may be held accountable to God. For “no human being will be justified in
his sight” by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the
knowledge of sin.
But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed,
and is attested by the law and the prophets, the righteousness of God
through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no
distinction, since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; they
are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in
Christ Jesus, whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his
blood, effective through faith. He did this to show his righteousness,
because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the sins previously
committed; it was to prove at the present time that he himself is righteous
and that he justifies the one who has faith in Jesus.
Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of
works? No, but by the law of faith. For we hold that a person is justified
by faith apart from works prescribed by the law.
R: The Word of the Lord

C: Thanks be to God
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

ELW pg. 171

GOSPEL READING

John 8:31-36

Then Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in
my word, you are truly my disciples; and you will know the truth, and the
truth will make you free.” They answered him, “We are descendants of
Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by
saying, ‘You will be made free’?”
Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is
a slave to sin. The slave does not have a permanent place in the
household; the son has a place there forever. So, if the Son makes you free,
you will be free indeed.
R: The Gospel of the Lord

C: Praise to you, O Christ

SERMON

Pastor Laura Ziehl
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HYMN OF THE DAY

A Mighty Fortress Is Our God – ELW 504
Verses 1, 2, & 4
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
L: Lord in your mercy,

C: Hear our prayer.

THE SHARING OF THE PEACE
L: The peace of Christ be with you always,

C: And also with you!

OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS AND OURSELVES
During the offertory response you are invited to prepare your communion elements.
OFFERTORY RESPONSE

Create in Me a Clean Heart – ELW 185
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MEAL
GREAT THANKSGIVING
L: The Lord be with you,
C: And also with you.
L: Lift up your hearts,
C: We lift them to the Lord.
L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God,
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
THE LORD’S PRAYER

ELW pg. 112

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
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If you have prepared communion elements, you are invited to commune during the hymn
saying: “The body of Christ, given for you.” & “The blood of Christ, shed for you.”
MUSIC DURING COMMUNION

Lamb of God – ELW 336 (2 vs./week)

SENDING
ANNOUNCEMENTS
BLESSING
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SENDING HYMN

Rise, Shine, You People! – ELW 665

DISMISSAL
L: We go forth, always being made new, to share the good news!
C: Thanks be to God!
For in-person worshippers – during the postlude, please pack up your belongings and
wait for the ushers to come and dismiss you. We hope to see you again soon!

The Mission of Bethlehem Lutheran Church is
to announce boldly the love of God through Christ.
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All Are Welcome!
We live in a diverse world. We are hurting, broken and heavy hearted. We are
loving, celebrating, and above all — we are welcoming. Regardless of the color
of your skin or the color of your hair, regardless of your gender identity, sexual
orientation, relationship status, or political affiliation — you are welcome here.
If you are a believer, a doubter or a seeker after Christ — you have a place here.
If you own, rent, or have nothing at all — you are welcome here.
If you are fully abled, disabled, or a person of differing abilities, if you have
regrets, fears, addictions, or afflictions — you have a place here.
All who are wise and all who are confused, all who have found love and all who
have lost it, all who celebrate this welcome statement and all who fear it — are
welcome here.
For these are all of the things that make you who you are: the person God loves.
Come as you are and be celebrated for who you are. The time is now. Your place
is here. Bethlehem Lutheran Church is an all-inclusive church.

Bethlehem Lutheran Church
925 Balour Drive, Encinitas, CA 92024
760•753•1026 | info@blcenc.org | www.blcenc.org

Electronic Giving Options
• Give Plus+ App
- Using your smartphone or tablet, download the “Give Plus+”
app from your App Store
- Search Bethlehem Lutheran Church by name or zip code
- If you already have an online giving account from the BLC
website you can login with that or you can create a new one in
the app
• BLC Website
- Go to BLCENC.org and select the “Contribute” tab from the top
menu
- Click the “Give Now” button
*********************************************************************************

• With either option you can:
- Use a checking account, or credit & debit cards
- Choose to cover the credit card transaction fee
- Make recurring, or one-time donations
- Give to general, or various special funds
- All donations appear on your giving statement

Thank You for Your Support of BLC!

