Palm Sunday
April 5th, 2020

GATHERING
PRELUDE

“The Palms” by J. Faure

WELCOME
L: Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
C: Hosanna in the highest!
PROCESSIONAL GOSPEL

Matthew 21:1-11

When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the
Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, “Go into the
village ahead of you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a
colt with her; untie them and bring them to me. If anyone says anything
to you, just say this, ‘The Lord needs them.’ And he will send them
immediately.” This took place to fulfill what had been spoken through
the prophet, saying, “Tell the daughter of Zion, look, your king is coming
to you, humble, and mounted on a donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a
donkey.”
The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; they brought the
donkey and the colt, and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. A
very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches
from the trees and spread them on the road. The crowds that went ahead
of him and that followed were shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of David!
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the
highest heaven!”
When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, “Who
is this?” The crowds were saying, “This is the prophet Jesus from
Nazareth in Galilee.”
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BLESSING OF PALMS
L: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
L: Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
C: Hosanna in the highest!
L: Why have you come today?
C: We have come to welcome the Messiah!
L: What have you brought?
C: We have brought our hearts, voices, and our praise – Hosanna in
the highest!
PRAYER OF BLESSING
L: We praise and thank you, O God, for the great acts of love by which
you have redeemed us through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. On this
day he entered the holy city of Jerusalem in triumph, and was acclaimed
Son of David and King of kings by those who scattered their garments and
branches of palm in his path.
C: We ask that you bless these branches and we your disciples, and
grant that we may ever hail Jesus as our Lord and King and follow him
with perfect confidence; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.
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ENTRANCE HYMN

All Glory Laud and Honor – ELW 344 vs. 1-3

GREETING
L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
L: Let us pray. Everlasting God, in your endless love for the human race
you sent our Lord Jesus Christ to take on our nature and to suffer death
on the cross. By your Spirit, keep us in the joyful procession of those who
with their tongues confess Jesus as Lord and with their lives praise him as
Savior, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.
C: Amen.
CHILDREN’S TIME
FIRST READING

Psalm 31:9-16

Be gracious to me, O Lord, for I am in distress; my eye wastes away from
grief, my soul and body also.
For my life is spent with sorrow, and my years with sighing; my strength
fails because of my misery, and my bones waste away.
I am the scorn of all my adversaries, a horror to my neighbors, an object of
dread to my acquaintances; those who see me in the street flee
from me.
I have passed out of mind like one who is dead; I have become like a
broken vessel.
For I hear the whispering of many—terror all around!—as they scheme
together against me, as they plot to take my life.
But I trust in you, O Lord; I say, “You are my God.”
My times are in your hand; deliver me from the hand of my enemies
and persecutors.
Let your face shine upon your servant; save me in your steadfast love.
L: The word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God!
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SECOND READING

Philippians 2:5-11

Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was
in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be
exploited, but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in
human likeness. And being found in human form, he humbled himself
and became obedient to the point of death—even death on a cross.
Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is
above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in
heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue should
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
L: The word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God!
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HYMN

Prepare the Royal Highway – ELW 264 vs. 1-3

TO JERUSALEM
Excerpts from The Book of God by Walt Wangerin
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HYMN OF THE DAY

Sing with all the Saints in Glory – Gather 442 v. 1, 2, & 4
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PRAYER
APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ,
God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
THE SHARING OF THE PEACE
L: The peace of Christ be with you always,

C: And also with you!

OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS AND OURSELVES
SPECIAL MUSIC

Judy Collier

ANNOUNCEMENTS
BLESSING
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SENDING HYMN

Jerusalem, My Destiny, vs. 2 & 5
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SENDING
L: Marked with the cross of Christ, stay home, love and serve the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!
POSTLUDE

“Crown Imperial” by William Walton

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
“Prepare the Royal Highway” - Text: Frans Mikael Franzen, 1722-1847, tr.
Lutheran Book of Worship, © 1978 Augsurg Fortress. Tune BERENEN VAG
FOR HERREN: Swedish folk tune, 17th. cent. Public Domain. “Jerusalem,
My Destiny” - Text and Tune: Rory Cooney, b. 1952, © 1990 GIA
Publications, Inc. For copyrighted selections, all rights reserved.
Reprinted under OneLicense.net License No. A-706214. Permission to
podcast/stream the music in this service has been requested under
OneLicense.net License No. A-706214. Other selections are in the Public
Domain.
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HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE
MAUNDY THURSDAY

April 9th

Service of Holy Communion with foot and hand washing

GOOD FRIDAY

April 10th

Service of Tenebrae and Meditation

EASTER SUNDAY
Christ is risen indeed!

April 12th

STAFF
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Pastors
Laura Ziehl
Sam Nelson
Family Ministry Director
Constance Mithelman
Early Childhood Center
Debi Carr – Full Day Preschool Director
Gail Winterbourne – Half Day Preschool Director
Office Administrator
Judy Foland
Music Ministries
Mona Goetsch – Director
Judy Collier – Pianist/Organist
Ministries & Programs
Laure Reynolds – Stephen Ministry
Rose Moldenhauer – Parish Nurse

Offering gifts can be made electronically, either on our website at
www.blcenc.org by clicking on the contribute tab, or by using the
Give Plus Church mobile app. There are options for one time donations, as
well as recurring gifts and special offerings

The Mission of Bethlehem Lutheran Church is
to announce boldly the love of God through Christ.

All Are Welcome!
We live in a diverse world. We are hurting, broken and heavy hearted. We are
loving, celebrating, and above all — we are welcoming. Regardless of the color
of your skin or the color of your hair, regardless of your gender identity, sexual
orientation, relationship status, or political affiliation — you are welcome here.
If you are a believer, a doubter or a seeker after Christ — you have a place here.
If you own, rent, or have nothing at all — you are welcome here.
If you are fully abled, disabled, or a person of differing abilities, if you have
regrets, fears, addictions, or afflictions — you have a place here.
All who are wise and all who are confused, all who have found love and all who
have lost it, all who celebrate this welcome statement and all who fear it — are
welcome here.
For these are all of the things that make you who you are: the person God loves.
Come as you are and be celebrated for who you are. The time is now. Your place
is here. Bethlehem Lutheran Church is an all-inclusive church.
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