
Dear Supporters, Friends, and Loved Ones, 
It has been a few months since we were able to communicate with you through one of these newsletters. 
For much the summer we were traveling in the U.S. on home leave. We spent valuable time with family 
and shared the story of global mission work in Slovakia at conferences and congregational gatherings. 
Since being back it has been a very busy time here. Much of August was spent orienting new missionary 
teachers in Slovakia. The new school year began in September at the schools where each of us work. In 
addition to these tasks, David has been busy setting up a new internship program at our site. We share in-
formation about these and other happenings in the newsletter that follows.  
Please know that we send this letter with gratitude for your friendship and partnership with us as we con-
tinue our ministry in Slovakia.  

                                          New Missionary Staff/Intern Pastor 
Once again this fall we welcomed a new missionary staff to carry on the work in Slovakia. This year we 
received 12 new teachers and 8 returning teachers. We also expanded our program into one new school. 
With 20 mission personnel in Slovakia, we oversee the largest missionary program of any single country in 
the ELCA!   It is our responsibility to provide supervision and support to this large staff.   At the end of 

August we conducted an orientation week for all the new teachers. Now a little over one month into the school year we 
are happy to report that our teachers seem to be adjusting to life in Slovakia and working hard to carry on this vital min-
istry in the Lutheran schools of this country. 
In addition to a new teaching staff this year we also gained a new co-worker at the international congregation. In August 
we welcomed our new intern pastor, Anne Edison-Albright, and her husband, Sean.  Anne is here to learn all she can 
about ministry by experiencing the unique programs of this congregation, and sharing with church the gifts she brings.  
 

Refugee Ministry 
One  of the most exciting aspects of our partnership with Slovak Christians has been  in the area of refugee ministry. 
Over the past several years our congregation has been very involved in reaching out to people who have come to Slova-
kia fleeing dangerous or desperate situations in their home countries. Activities have included: 
· Gathering donations of clothing, kitchen articles, and other practical necessities. 
· Conducting social events in the camp around themes like art, music, games, sports, meals, and holiday celebrations. 
· Providing advocacy for asylum seekers. 
· An upcoming goal is to produce a film featuring the stories of refuges. The purpose will be to raise awareness of 

this vital ministry opportunity in Slovak congregations and among the public at large. 
All of this has been done in partnership with the Slovak Ecumenical Council of Churches. The council is currently 
working to secure new funding for refugee programs. We are interested in partnering with them in this way. Congrega-
tions in the U.S. frequently ask us how they can support a specific mission project in Slovakia.  Let us know if you 
would like more information about this opportunity.  

Greetings from Slovakia! �

 
 
For over 15 years the ELCA has been in partnership with the Lutheran Church in Slovakia sending teachers and other 
missionaries to work alongside Slovak Christians in the difficult task of rebuilding their church and country. An espe-
cially important component of that has been our work with young people in the church’s schools. Approximately 200 
missionaries have served in this country since the early 1990’s! Is this large investment of personnel and resources worth 
it? Perhaps a brief story will illustrate the answer to that.  
In a recent conversation with a worker in the national offices of the Slovak Church, David was expressing gratitude for 
all the help this person provides to our American teachers. She responded how she is happy to do this because of what 
she gained through our missionary program. As a student at one of our schools when she was a teenager, she benefited 
first hand from our missionary ministry, and saw our presence as a very positive influence on her life. She put it like this: 
“The American teachers have given me so much to me.  I want to give something back now.” 
Through this partnership we are training future leaders for Slovak church and society, and sharing tools that students will 
need to make a difference in church and society here.   

Thank you for your support as we as we carry out this vital ministry in Eastern Europe! 
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A Traditional Slovak Folk Festival Welcoming Our Church’s New Intern Event at the Gabcikovo Refugee Camp 

Bratislava, Slovakia 


