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Dear Friends in Christ, 
 
We send you warm greetings from Bratislava, Slovakia.  Spring has come to Slovakia and Easter is just around the 
corner. Great things have continued to happen here, so we wanted to write to you all again and give you an update. 
We hope that you are all doing well and experiencing the joy and hope of this season. 
 
Our congregation, Bratislava International Church, has done very well in recent months, and our attendance is 
approximately double what it was a year ago. We have been blessed with some great musicians at the church this 
year, and we have been able to do some very creative things with music. Next week we will turn our hearts toward 
re-experiencing the high point of the Christian year, as we hold special services for the English speaking 
community here in this city on Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and Easter Sunday. 
 
One of our more exciting events we have had as a congregation recently was a service of confirmation that we held 
for seven youth in January. Because we have an international congregation and our people travel so much, it was 
difficult putting together all of the confirmation sessions and the preparation for the service. It is also interesting 
trying to create enthusiasm for something like this, because only one of the families had a Lutheran background 
and was even familiar with the concept of confirmation.  But all of the families became very enthusiastic about the 
program, and the service was really inspiring.  As is typical for our church, it was quite an international group of 
young people, with kids from Korea, the US, and England. Three of the young people were also baptized.  
 
We are launching into the next phase in the development of our refugee ministry at the church.  We are organizing 
a series of activities and workshops to be held at the Gabchikovo Refugee Camp (outside of Bratislava) over the 
coming weeks and months.  Members and friends of the congregation will offer one or more days to go into the 
camp and lead sessions in an area in which they have some talent. Areas include sports, music and art, language 
lessons, Bible Study, and recreation. So far we have people signed up to lead workshops in art, crafts, and music 
lessons. It will all kick off this Saturday with a concert to be held at the camp. David and several other musicians 
are putting a band together which will perform both Christian and secular popular songs.  We are hoping in this 
way to be able to bring a little more warmth, friendship, and encouragement into the lives of the camp residents. 
 
This school year we have been supervising a great group of missionary teachers from the US and Canada. We have 
nine here in Bratislava alone, teaching at the school where David teaches. So far the experience has been so 
positive that several of them are planning to return again for a second year. We have really enjoyed overseeing this 
group of people and working together with them during the past seven months.  
 
We have seen the development of a very positive spirit this year in the Evangelical Lyceum, the school where 
David teaches. God has opened many doors to deepen the spiritual life of the school. Chapel services have really 
become wonderful this year. As we have reported before, about a year ago David and an American colleague 
developed a new songbook for the students filled with new songs in Slovak and in English. Then they started 
working on developing music teams. It has all really taken off this year. The creativity of the music that the 
students are performing while leading worship at the weekly chapel services is incredible. For the last couple of 
months David and the other religion department teachers have been able to step back from the music preparation 
for these services. It is completely led by the students and they are doing a great job. We just take care of the 



preaching and the liturgy.  Instead of seeing chapel as a duty, according to the feedback we’ re getting, most of the 
students really get a lot out of both the preaching and the worship now. The director of our school has been very 
enthusiastic and complementary about these developments.  
 
Back at the beginning of the school year we told you that the Lyceum was having its 400th anniversary this year. 
(How many high schools can say that?!) The celebration for this anniversary took place a few weeks ago.  An 
evening concert was held featuring music and other acts from students and different people connected with the 
school. The American teachers were the opening and closing act for the concert, with David performing a guitar 
solo during one of the songs. It was very well received. (A number of young people from the school have been 
following him around, looking for guitar lessons ever since.) 
 
Carla continues her work of organizing and cataloging the many thousands of books in the seminary library. She 
has been working very hard on a special project for some months now, and is finally just about to wrap it up. She 
has been the main person responsible for helping one of her Slovak colleagues in the seminary library to be able to 
go to the United States next year to earn a Masters in Library Science degree. Her work has involved large 
amounts of translation assistance, and communicating through letters, emails, and phone calls to help apply for a 
scholarship from the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, and to secure his admission into the library school. 
The scholarship is secure, but the admission process has been difficult because of the differences between the 
Slovak and American systems.  Just recently we got the good news that he has now been accepted to the MLS 
program at Dominican University in Chicago. This has been an exciting project, because one of our primary goals 
here is to build the capacity of local leaders in the Slovak Church, so that they can take over the work when we go 
home. Since no comparable degree program exists in Slovakia, this is the best way to make this happen.  
 
During the season of Lent our ministry has been featured on the ELCA Global Mission website for a program 
called the "Global Mission Lenten Worship Series - Living in God's Amazing Grace."  The resources we provided 
include pictures, facts about Slovakia, a sermon prepared by David, and even a recipe for making a Slovak soup.  
You can access all this by going to the following link: 
http://www.elca.org/globalmission/lent/lent07/week2/week2.html  
We©ve been gratified to hear from people around the U.S. who have enjoyed the sermon and the other materials.  
 
The last thing we would like to tell you about is a wonderful trip we recently took to Africa. We spent the first two 
weeks of March in Kenya visiting our son, Paul, and his wife, Stephanie, who are ELCA missionaries in the Young 
Adult program in that country. They work with over 150 orphans in a wonderful place called the Tumaini 
Children©s Home.  Both of them are teachers and also hold many other activities for the children.   
 
  
We©re grateful for your love, your support, and your prayers.  May God richly bless you in this season of Easter 
with the joyous presence of the risen Christ and his message of new life.   
 
Your Partners in Christ©s Service, 
David and Carla Schick 
 
 
 
On the next couple of pages you will find: 
·  A list of prayer requests for the ministry here.  
·  Some of pictures showing recent events in our ministry in Bratislava, and also our trip to Africa.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



PRAYER REQUESTS 
 
Pray for David’s school, the Evangelical Lyceum.  Pray that God will continue to open doors into the students’  
lives and faith. Pray also that we will be able to find a librarian for the English library at the school. Carla has been 
having to cover work at that library as well as her regular work at the seminary library.  
 
Pray for us as we continue to deal with the long separation and distance from loved ones. We would appreciate 
prayer for our families.  Carla©s mother is recovering from a recent heart attack. Pray for God©s blessings on our 
children: Christian, who lives in California, and Paul and Stephanie, as they live and work in Kenya. 
 
Pray for the unity and strength of the Slovak Lutheran Church, our partners in ministry here. They©re still suffering 
in many ways from the legacy of the Communist years. Suspicions, mistrust, and lethargy are difficult problems to 
overcome after the many years of persecution they endured.  
 
Pray for the refugee members of our congregation and the effectiveness of our ministry at the refugee camp. These 
wonderful people have a very difficult life down at the Gabchikovo refugee camp, and truly appreciate the 
opportunity to be an active part of our church family. Pray that those who have waited so long may be granted 
asylum, and that God will grant them patience and strength while they wait.   
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

400th Anniversary Celebration 
of the Evangelical Lyceum 400th Anniversary Celebration 

American Missionary Teachers 
We Supervise and Work With American Missionary Teachers 



 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Confirmation Sunday 
at Bratislava Internatinal Church Baptism 

With Son and Daughter-in law,  
Paul & Stephanie in Africa 

Stephanie with Some of the 
Children 

Carla Helping out at the School David Helping out at the School 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

                                                

Wearing African Clothes Made for 
Us at the Orphanage 

Carla with a Couple of Masai 
Warriors 

Carla Giving a Piano Lesson at the 
Orphanage 

Yes, We Saw Animals . . .  

. . . And Even Fed Some 


