December, 2007

SLOVAK CHRISTMAS ON THE INTERNET
Want to know more about the traditions of ChristrimaSlo-
vakia? Visit the following links on the World Wid&/eb:
http://vvpg.net/bratislava/Christmas.htm
http://www.gyvv.sk/socrates/topic/sintm
On these interesting and amusing sites you'll fBidvak
Christmas songs, details about various Christnaaditions,
and Christmas celebrations in a typical Slovak fami-
including the annual Christmas carp dinner! Enjoy.

Dear Friends and Family,

Greetings from Bratislaval
The sights and sounds of
Christmas are all around us in
Slovakia. We hope that you
are experiencing a blessed
time of preparation during this
season of Advent wherever
you are. This will already be

our 4" Christmas in Slovakia!
Much has happened just in
these past few months of min-
istry here. We share some of
those stories with you below.
We appreciate your ongoing
prayers and support for us in
our work here. May vyour
Christmas celebration be alive
with the love of friends and
family, and filled with the
presence of Jesus Christ, the
one born in Bethlehem for us.

David and Carla

Bratislava at Christmastime

* David finishes up teaching classes at the Evacajeliyceum for this year on Dec. 21. It's been @agjiyear once
again with interesting classes and good student®nalerful chance to share faith with Slovak yopegple.

* December is a busy time at our international cegation with an all-community carol sing, a childeeChrist-

mas program, and special Christmas gatheringsdothy adult Bible study group, and missionary teashand of
course on Dec 24 a Christmas Eve Service. On Degefitbthe teachers will gather in the cafeterithefLyceum
to help make the traditional Slovak Christmas sd{gpustnica (made of sauerkraut, potatoes, onam sausage).
* On December 20 our congregation will join our pars in the Slovak Church to offer a Community Stmias
Evening for the inhabitants of the Gabcikovo Retu@amp south of Bratislava. The program will camtan eve-
ning meal with traditional foods from around worlchltural performances from various communitiescamp

(including dances, songs, and customs), givinggmtssto the children of the camp, and showing asBhas movie.

Thanksgiving

Every year we put on a big Thanksgiving
celebration for our missionary teachers an
other volunteers. This year our celebratio
included volunteers from a sister churche
organization, bringing the total number of
participants up to 55 people. As in past :
years, Carla organized the entire event. He ==
busyness was compounded by the fact that Youth Conference
David traveled to the US the week before t

be with his mother, who was undergoing
serious back surgery. (She came through t
surgery well and is gradually recovering.) InS
spite of this added stress, everything wen
well. The food was delicious, the time to-
gether was fun, and it was nice to experi
ence a little bit of home as we celebratec«—
this wonderful American tradition. y

|-

Thanksgiving

Youth Conference in Paris

One of the most exciting experiences in recent
months was the trip to Paris that we took with
high school youth of our international congre-
gation on October 25-28. Each year the
“Association of International Congregations in
Europe, the Middle East and Af-
rica” (AICEMEA) holds a conference for
youth in a different European city. This year's
conference was attended by almost 150 people
from English speaking congregations all over
Europe. The two of us served as chaperones
for a group from our church. The conference
included excellent teaching and worship ses-
sions for the kids, activities, and some chances
to see and experience Paris. Our young people
came back to Bratislava raving about the ex-
perience. Within a few weeks of our return the
kids put on a wonderful service in our church
in which they shared stories, songs, and even a
movie/slide show they had prepared.



