
Dear Friends, 
We have not been able to 
communicate with most of 
you since before the summer 
began. Our lives and ministry 
have been very busy the last 
few months. This newsletter 
will catch you up on what's 
been happening with us.  Here 
are a few of the highlights 
from the past few months. For 
more details, check out the 
articles included in this news-
letter.  
·  Our school year here in Slo-
vakia ended at the beginning 
of July, and a new one starts 
this week. David had a good 
finish to his school year at the 
Evangelical Lyceum. Several 
of his Slovak students who 
were majoring in religion took 
the state exams and did very 
well. The consensus from the 
school administration is that 
they had been very well pre-
pared.  
·  Carla has actually been 
working alone cataloging in 

the Seminary library the past 
couple of months. This is 
because she was successful in 
helping her colleague, Jan, to 
enter library school in the 
US.  He left in May to begin 
a program that will take ap-
proximately two years to 
complete.  
·  Carla and David were able 
to spend a few weeks at home 
in the U.S. this summer, visit-
ing family and enjoying a 
little vacation. David was 
home for a total of three 
weeks and Carla for four. The 
time was divided between our 
families in California and 
Kentucky, so it was a busy 
few weeks, but very enjoy-
able.  
·  In June David and Carla 
participated in “World Refu-
gee Day” activities in Brati-
slava. The activities included 
a rally in Bratislava’s central 
square featuring a concert in 
which David performed. As 
part of this project David also 
appeared in a music video.  

·  In August our son and 
daughter-in-law, Paul and 
Stephanie, finished their 
one-year missionary assign-
ment in Africa. We were 
able to spend a week with 
them here in Europe on their 
way home to the US. 
·  A couple of weeks ago 
David was interviewed in 
the “Evanjelicky Posol,” the 
weekly newspaper published 
by the Lutheran Church in 
Slovakia.  The purpose was 
to acquaint readers with our 
ministry here in Slovakia.  
The text of this interview 
can be found in this newslet-
ter.  
·  Last week we provided an 
orientation for 8 new teach-
ers from the ELCA. They 
will be deployed together 
with 12 returning teachers in 
schools all around Slovakia. 
During their orientation in-
struction was provided in 
classroom methods, Slovak 
language, and how to deal 
with the local culture and 
customs.  
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Ordinarily the orientation 
for new teachers in Slovakia 
is run by mission support 
staff from our offices in 
Chicago. Due to recent staff 
changes, however, we were 
asked, together with our as-
sociate pastor, Joshua 
Auchenbach, to oversee the 
entire program this year. 
Orientation took place from 
August 19-25 at the semi-
nary where Carla works. 
Together with support staff 
we helped participants pre-
pare to become teachers in 
Slovak schools; helped them 
move their visa process for-
ward; introduced them to 
Slovak food, language, and 
customs; discussed (and ex-
perienced) culture shock; 
and helped them get a little 
acquainted with the city of 

Bratislava. On the last day 
we were joined by Bishop 
Klatik of the Slovak Lu-
theran Church for a worship 
service in which our new 
missionaries were commis-
sioned for their work here. 

It was an exhausting week, 
but we think it was a very 
good start for our new 
teachers. We are grateful to 
have these dedicated new 
co-workers.  
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Because most of the members of our international congregation stay in Bratislava only a few years at the most, every summer we hold a 
farewell Sunday to recognize those who are moving on.  We said goodbye to quite a few good friends this summer, but now as the summer 
comes to an end, we are already seeing many new faces again.  Here are some pictures from this year's farewell Sunday.  
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·      Can you introduce yourself and your work in Brati-
slava? 

My name is David Schick and I come from California, USA. I 
have been a pastor in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Amer-
ica since 1986.  My wife, Carla, and I have been married for 30 
years. We have two sons. Our older son lives and works in Cali-
fornia. Our younger son is married and just completed a year of 
missionary service in Kenya, Africa.  
I currently work in three positions here in Bratislava. 1) I am the 
senior pastor of Bratislava International Church, an English-
language ministry of ECAV run in partnership with the Evan-
gelical Lutheran Church in America. Our church meets weekly 
for worship in Maly Kostol. 2) In addition to my work at the 
church, I am on the staff of the Evangelical Lyceum in Petrsalka 
and teach religion classes to fifth year students there. 3) I also 
provide supervision for approximately 15 - 20 English-speaking 
teachers from the U.S., who teach at Lutheran high schools 
around Slovakia.  
·      Why did you come to work in Slovakia?  
My wife and I had done work for the church in Europe some 
years ago, and had always hoped to return someday. In 2004 we 
were approached by the Global Mission Division of the Evan-
gelical Lutheran Church in America to come and work with 
ECAV here in Slovakia. In addition to the positions I serve, my 
wife was offered the opportunity to work in the library of the 
Evangelical Faculty at Komenius University. Even though it was 
a big decision for us to leave our home in the U.S. and move to 
Slovakia, we felt that these positions corresponded well with the 
gifts and experience that we have both had in the past, so we 
accepted the positions. We have not been disappointed. We en-
joy our work here very much.  
·      Are people interested in english worship in Slovakia? Who are the most frequent visitors? 
There is a great interest in English worship in Slovakia.  Slovakia (especially Bratislava) is undergoing rapid development in the areas of 
business, education, diplomacy, etc. This brings people from many parts of the world to live and work here. After they get here, if they're 
looking for a church, they often come to ours.  Because English serves nowadays as the international language, our people do not just 
come from English-speaking countries like the U.S. and the UK. They also come from places like Germany, the Netherlands, Korea, and 
many African countries, because people in these places often have excellent skills in English as a second language. Our people also come 
from all walks of life. We have diplomats, educators, business people, refugees, students, and tourists. Our diversity makes our church 
very lively and interesting.  
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In June our congregation participated in the 
“Life without Borders” campaign, a pro-
gram to fight racism, highlight the plight of 
refugees in Slovakia, and work toward the 
inclusion of refugees in Slovak society. TV 
spots brought the message to the public, and 
a large rally in the central square helped to 
draw attention to these issues. Our church 
provided many resources for the program. 
David also lent a hand by singing and ap-
pearing in a music video featuring the song 
“�ivot bez hranic” or “Life Without Borders,” 
which played regularly on Slovak television. 
You can view this video on the web at: http://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=4KhdmmpIliE. 
The highpoint of the campaign took place 
on June 20th with a concert in the Main 
Square. (To the right is a picture from the 
concert, in which David performed together 
with a band composed of refugees and musi-
cians from several countries. 
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·      Can you compare slovak and english lutheran worship? Is it different? 
Slovak and English Lutheran worship are both built on the same liturgical foundation. That means that the same basic shape and order for 
worship can be experienced in either a Slovak or an English Lutheran church. Like Lutheran worship everywhere, the preaching of God's 
word is the central part of the service.  
The main difference between Slovak and English Lutheran worship is in the style. Since the English-speaking world is very multi-cultural, 
our liturgies reflect this diversity.  Over the past 200 years many new liturgies and worship services have been composed for Lutherans in 
the English-speaking world. We incorporate a variety of different musical styles in our worship, and use hymns that originate from coun-
tries and regions around the world. This ongoing development of our liturgy and worship music continues to this day. In the United States, 
for instance, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America has just published a new hymnbook, which contains hundreds of new hymns and 
several new liturgies. 
·      Do you plan to stay in our country? What are your visions about this work in future? 
Our original contract for service in Slovakia was for four years. This will end in 2008.  The Lutheran Church in America has offered us the 
opportunity to extend our time here and stay longer. We are very interested in doing this, because we enjoy our life and work in Slovakia. 
It is a difficult decision, however, because of some family health problems back home in the U.S. We are currently in the process of pray-
ing for God's guidance in deciding whether or not we will stay beyond 2008.   
As far as my vision for the future is concerned, I want to continue to strengthen and grow the ministry to English-speaking people in this 
city. Thousands of English speakers come to Bratislava every year, and we would like to do a better job of reaching out to them with the 
Gospel, and providing meaningful worship and fellowship for these people.  
I also believe that we are here not just to work among English speakers, but to be a blessing to the Slovak Lutheran Church. It has been my 
goal since I arrived, to work alongside my Slovak colleagues in the church on various projects to strengthen the ministry of the church 
here. This has taken place primarily in the area of joint worship services, youth events, and our work in the schools.  I would like to con-
tinue to expand this cooperation.  
·      What activities do you prepare (except worships) for english speaking christians? 
We try to offer a wide range of activities for people who attend our church. This past year, for instance, my co-pastor, Joshua Auchenbach, 
and I oversaw two high school youth groups, a children's ministry, and a group for confirmation students. We offered weekly Bible study, 
as well as special services and social activities on holidays. We have a children's Sunday School that meets every week during the service.  
We have also had a women's Bible study group that meets on a weekly basis. A very important area of ministry for our church is our out-
reach to the residents of the refugee camp in Gabcikovo. Many of the people who live there are English speakers and have great needs. We 
try to offer regular social and recreational activities in the camp. We also provide material and spiritual support to residents of the camp, 
especially to those who make the long trip to Bratislava to attend our church services every Sunday.  
·      What message would you like to say to readers of our lutheran weekly? 
I am grateful to be able to work alongside Lutheran Christians here in this country, and thank you for the opportunity to share some 
thoughts with you in this publication. I would like to remind you that there are many forces, ideas, and distractions competing with the 
church in modern society.  The unique ministry of Lutheran churches will only be here 50 years from now if we are successful in reaching 
out to the next generation and to the society around us. We must continually remember Christ's call to make disciples of all people. You 
have a wonderful church here with great traditions going back over 400 years.  I encourage you, therefore, to structure your worship and 
activities in a way, which draws new people into the life of the church.  We must make the church and its work relevant not only for our 
own members, but for those outside our congregations.  This is a challenge that Christians in all churches in every country must face.  
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Thank you for your ongoing support, 

prayers, and communications with 

us.  We are grateful to God for the 

partnership we have with you in 

bringing the good news of Jesus 

Christ to Slovakia and the world.   

 

                       Blessings, 

Carla and David Schick 
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